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BLUE EARTH COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN UPDATE

Public Input Meeting 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

6:30pm
Maple River West Elementary School

Agenda

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 2

• Welcome

• What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

• Planning Overview and Process

• Existing Conditions Overview

• Table Top Exercises

• Opportunities and Challenges

• Vision Statement

• Future Growth

• Next StepsƒWays to Stay Involved
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What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 3

1998 Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Eƒƒectively and Eƒƒiciently 
Delivering Essential Services

• Current plan was adopted in 1998 with a forecast 
year of 2020

• Development has occurred within Urban Fringe 
Overlay Districts

• Growth pressure in the northeast region

• 14.4% population increase between 2000 and 2010

• Zoning Ordinance amendments

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 4
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SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Founded in 1961, SRF 
currently employs more 

than 300 planners, 
designers and engineers 

throughout the Midwest.

Transportation 

and

Community 

Planning

Landscape 

Architecture

and Urban 

Design

Site 

Development

Highway, 

Municipal, and

Structural 

Engineering

Traffic 

Engineering

Water 
Resources 

Engineering

Our Mission: To help clients create vibrant, 

livable communities and sustainable 

transportation systems.
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Planning Overview 
and Process

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 6
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Planning Overview and Process

Environmental 
Services Staff

Blue Earth County 
Residents

Project Study 
Review Committee

County Board and 
Commissions

SRF Consulting 
Group, Inc.
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Study Review Committee

• Committee tasked with overseeing the process

• Membership:

• County Staff

• County Elected and Appointed Officials

• City and Township Representatives

• Citizens−at−Large

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 8
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Public Involvement Opportunities

• Public Input Meetings

• Community Survey

• Regional Focus Group Meeting

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 9

Public Input Meetings

Public Input Meeting #1

● Review Existing Conditions Data

● Opportunities to discuss opportunities and concerns

● Community Survey

Public Input Meeting #2

● Review and Comment on the Draft Blue Earth County 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan

April

September

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 10
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Community Survey

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 11

Regional Focus Group 
Meetings

• Intended to gather input from 
specific areas of the county

• 4 meetings will be held

• Listening session format

• Meetings will be held following the 
first public input meeting

SRC Meeting #1 | March 2, 2017 12

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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Project Schedule

13

Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update Tasks

Data Collection
Goals and 

Policies
Land Use Plan Housing Analysis

Economic 
Development 

Analysis

Implementation 
Plan

Plan Document
Blue Earth County 

Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan Update

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 14
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2040 Vision, Goals and Policies

• Sets the priorities 
for the County

• Defines specific 
achievable 
strategies to 
achieve the 
vision

• Developed 
through Public 
Comments

2040 Vision

Agricultural 

Goals

Transportation 

Goals
Housing Goals

Land Use 
Regulation 

Goals

Urban 
Development 

Goals

Natural 
Environment 

Goals

Policies

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 15

Existing Conditions Overview

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 16

• Physical Characteristics

• Demographics

• Economic Characteristics

• Housing

• Land Use
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Rivers, Lakes and 
Wetlands

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 17

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Prime Farmlands

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 18

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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Public Lands

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 19

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Historic Population

52,322 52,314
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54,044
55,941

64,013
65,125

0
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40,000

60,000

70,000

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2015*

Year Population % Change

1960 44,358 −

1970 52,322 17.9%

1980 52,314 0.0%

1990 54,044 3.3%

2000 55,941 3.5%

2010 64,013 14.4%

2015* 65,125 1.7%

*ACS 2015 Estimate
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Population Change 
2000−2010

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 21

Projected Population Change

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 22

5 Year Growth Rate 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

MN Demographer 3.38% 64,013 66,177 68,413 70,726 73,116 75,588 78,143 80,784

ACS Estimate 1.74% 64,013 65,127 66,260 67,413 68,586 69,779 70,993 72,229

Average growth rate from the past 20 years 4.48% 64,013 66,878 69,870 72,997 76,264 79,676 83,242 86,967

2000 to 2010 Growth Rate 7.20% 64,013 68,622 73,563 78,859 84,537 90,624 97,149 104,143

1998 Plan Assumptions 2.50% 64,013 65,613 67,254 68,935 70,658 72,425 74,235 76,091
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Population Characteristics

A
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Blue Earth County Population Pyramid −2010 Census

Percent Cohort by Sex

PercentMale PercentFemale

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 23

*Mankato Excluded

Over 84 0.6% 1.6%

80−84 0.8% 1.1%

75−79 0.9% 1.2%

70−74 1.1% 1.3%

65−69 1.5% 1.6%

60−64 2.3% 2.2%

55−59 2.9% 2.8%

50−54 3.0% 3.1%

45−49 2.8% 2.8%

40−44 2.6% 2.5%

35−39 2.5% 2.4%

30−34 3.1% 2.8%

25−29 4.4% 3.6%

20−24 8.8% 7.9%

15−19 4.5% 4.8%

10−14 2.6% 2.5%

5−9 2.8% 2.6%

Under 5 3.0% 2.9%

10% 8% 6% 4% 2% 0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10%

Geography Median Age

2000 2010

Cities* 34.4 35.1

Townships 41.8 44.9

City of Mankato 25.3 25.4

Employment by 
Industry, 2015

Natural Resources and 

Mining, 1.2%

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 24

Construction, 5.3%

Manufacturing, 10.5%

Trade, Transportation and 

Utilities, 24.4%

Information, 3.3%

Financial Activities, 4.4%Professional and Business 

Services, 7.2%

Education and Health 

Services, 25.0%

Leisure and Hospitality, 

11.7%

Public Administration, 3.3%

Other Services, 3.6%
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Employee Inflow and Outflow Statistics

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 25

Geography Live/Work Relationship Total Share of Total Employed or 
Total Workforce

Blue Earth County 

(Mankato included)

TTTToooottttaaaallll EEEEmmmmppppllllooooyyyyeeeedddd inininin BlBlBlBluuuueeee EaEaEaEarrrrthththth CCCCounounounountytytyty 33333333,,,,469469469469 ffffllllOOOOOOOO....O%O%O%O%

Employed in Blue Earth County but living outside 19,174 57.3%

Employed and living in Blue Earth County 14,295 42.7%

TTTToooottttaaaallll WWWWoooorrrrkkkkffffoooorrrrcececece livilivilivilivinnnngggg inininin BlBlBlBluuuueeee EaEaEaEarrrrthththth CCCCounounounountytytyty 25252525,,,,792792792792 ffffllllOOOOOOOO....O%O%O%O%

Living in Blue Earth County but employed outside 11,497 44.6%

Living and employed in Blue Earth County 14,295 55.4%

City of Mankato

TTTToooottttaaaallll EEEEmmmmppppllllooooyyyyeeeedddd inininin MMMMankaankaankaankatotototo 26262626,,,,555599997777 ffffllllOOOOOOOO....O%O%O%O%

Employed in Mankato but living outside 19,626 73.8%

Employed and living in Mankato 6,971 26.2%

TTTToooottttaaaallll WWWWoooorrrrkkkkffffoooorrrrcececece LiviLiviLiviLivinnnngggg MMMManananankkkkaaaatotototo ffffllll4444,,,,ffffllll9999flflflfl ffffllllOOOOOOOO....O%O%O%O%

Living in Mankato but employed outside 7,220 50.9%

Living and employed in Mankato 6,971 49.1%

Housing 
Characteristics

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 26

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Occupancy 
Characteristic

Percent

Owner Occupied 59.8%

Renter Occupied 32.8%

Vacant 7.4%
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Help us Plan for the Future of Blue Earth County

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 27

• Opportunities and Challenges

• Vision Statement

• Future Growth

Identify the largest opportunity for the future 

of Blue Earth County.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 28

Identify the largest challenge for the future of 

Blue Earth County.

• Rivers and Wetlands

• Open Space

• Agriculture

• Small Town Feel

• Housing Choices

• Business Opportunities

• Orderly Growth

• Economic Development
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Develop a vision statement to guide the future of 

Blue Earth County

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 29

• In 2040, Blue Earth County will be known for _ __,
_ __, and _ __.

• Blue Earth County is known for it’s _ _,
_ _ , and _ _ , and these characteristics 

will be _ _ __ in the future.

• Blue Earth County will preserve _ _ _ and 
encourage enhancements to _ _ __ when planning 
for a prosperous future.

Define future growth areas within Blue Earth 
County

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 30

MN Demographer 

Estimate

Population Households Jobs

2010 64,103 23,889 39,394

2020 68,413 26,194 41,880

2030 73,116 28,098 44,759

2040 78,143 30,134 47,836
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Next Steps/Ways to Stay Connected

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 31

• Place your completed worksheet in the comment box

• Provide additional questions, comments, and concerns via the 
comment form

•Complete the online survey: 

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

•Visit the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Website: 

http:ƒƒwww.blueearthcountymn.govƒ1369ƒLand−Use−Plan−Update
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BLUE EARTH COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN UPDATE

Regional Focus Group Meeting #1
Thursday, May 4, 2017

6:30 to 8:30 pm
Lake Crystal

Agenda

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 2

• Welcome

• What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

• Planning Overview and Process

• Table Top Exercises

• Opportunities and Challenges

• Vision Statement

• Open Discussion

• Next StepsƒWays to Stay Involved
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What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 3

What is a 
Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan?

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 4

• Outlines a future land use 
plan to base zoning decisions 
upon for areas within the 
County’s land use jurisdiction.

• The plan is a living document 
that should be updated and 
modified as warranted 
through a public process.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

Goals and Policies to guide policy level decisions

Future land use plan to guide growth decisions

Implementation Plan to guide actionable tasks

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 5

1998 Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Eƒƒectively and Eƒƒiciently 
Delivering Essential Services

• Current plan was adopted in 1998 with a forecast 
year of 2020

• Development has occurred within Urban Fringe 
Overlay Districts

• Growth pressure in the northeast region

• 14.4% population increase between 2000 and 2010

• Zoning Ordinance amendments

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 6
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SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Founded in 1961, SRF 
currently employs more 

than 300 planners, 
designers and engineers 

throughout the Midwest.

Transportation 

and

Community 

Planning

Landscape 

Architecture

and Urban 

Design

Site 

Development

Highway, 

Municipal, and

Structural 

Engineering

Traffic 

Engineering

Water 
Resources 

Engineering

Our Mission: To help clients create vibrant, 

livable communities and sustainable 

transportation systems.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 7

Planning Overview and Process

Blue Earth County 
Residents

Project Study 
Review Committee

County Board and 
Commissions

Environmental Services
Staff and Other County
Departments

SRF Consulting 
Group, Inc.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 8
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Study Review Committee

• Committee tasked with overseeing the process

• Membership:

• County Staff

• County Elected and Appointed Officials

• City and Township Representatives

• Citizens−at−Large

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 9

Public Involvement Opportunities

• Public Input Meetings

• Community Survey

• Regional Focus Group Meeting

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 10
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Public Input Meetings

Public Input Meeting #1

● Review Existing Conditions Data

● Opportunities to discuss opportunities and concerns

● Community Survey

Public Input Meeting #2

● Review and Comment on the Draft Blue Earth County 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan

April

September

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 11

Community Survey

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 12
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Regional Focus Group 
Meetings

• Intended to gather input from 
specific areas of the county

• 4 meetings will be held

• Listening session format

SRC Meeting #1 | March 2, 2017 13

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

WORK PLAN TASKS JAN FE
B

MAR APR MAY

2017

JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV

rojec c e ule

1.0 Project Management

Administration, Coordination, & Quality Control

2.0 DataCollection

3.0 Goals and Policies

4.0 Land Use Plan

5.0 Plan Document

6.0 Implementation Plan

70 a
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Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update Tasks

Data Collection
Goals and 

Policies
Land Use Plan Housing Analysis

Economic 
Development 

Analysis

Implementation 
Plan

Plan Document
Blue Earth County 

Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan Update

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 15

2040 Vision, Goals and Policies

• Sets the priorities 
for the County

• Defines specific 
achievable 
strategies to 
achieve the 
vision

• Developed 
through Public 
Comments

2040 Vision

Agricultural 

Goals

Transportation 

Goals
Housing Goals

Land Use 
Regulation 

Goals

Urban 
Development 

Goals

Natural 
Environment 

Goals

Policies

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 16
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What Have We Learned?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 17

• Population Characteristics

• Zoning

• Land Use

Historic Population

52,322 52,314

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 18

54,044
55,941

64,013
65,125

0

10,000

20,000
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50,000

44,385

40,000

60,000

70,000

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2015*

Year Population % Change

1960 44,358 −

1970 52,322 17.9%

1980 52,314 0.0%

1990 54,044 3.3%

2000 55,941 3.5%

2010 64,013 14.4%

2015* 65,125 1.7%

*ACS 2015 Estimate
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Population Change 
2000−2010

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 19

Population Change 
2000−2010

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 20

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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Population Change 2010−2015

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 21

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Existing Zoning

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 22
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Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 23

Help us Plan for the Future of Blue Earth County

• Opportunities and Challenges

• Vision Statement

• Future Growth

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 24
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Identify the largest opportunity for the future 

of Blue Earth County.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 25

Identify the largest challenge for the future of 

Blue Earth County.

• Rivers and Wetlands

• Open Space

• Agriculture

• Small Town Feel

• Housing Choices

• Business Opportunities

• Orderly Growth

• Economic Development

Develop a vision statement to guide the future of 

Blue Earth County

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 26

• In 2040, Blue Earth County will be known for _ __,
_ __, and _ __.

• Blue Earth County is known for it’s _ _,
_ _ , and _ _ , and these characteristics 

should be _ _ _ in the future.

• Blue Earth County will preserve _ _ _ and 
encourage enhancements to _ _ __ when planning 
for a prosperous future.
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Discussion/Q&A

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 27

• What current issues or trends do we need to be aware of?

• What elements should be included in the plan?

• What local efforts should be notedƒunderstood?

• Others?

Next Steps/Ways to Stay Connected

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #1 Focus Group Meeting| May 4, 2017 28

• Place your completed worksheet in the comment box

• Provide additional questions, comments, and concerns via the 
comment form

•Complete the online survey: 

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

•Visit the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Website: 

http:ƒƒwww.blueearthcountymn.govƒ1369ƒLand−Use−Plan−Update
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BLUE EARTH COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN UPDATE

Regional Focus Group Meeting #2
Thursday, May 11, 2017

6:30 to 8:30 pm
Eagle Lake

Agenda

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 2

• Welcome and Introductions

• What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

• Planning Overview and Process

• Region 2 Overview

• Open Discussion

• Next StepsƒWays to Stay Involved
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What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE 3

What is a 
Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan?

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 4

• Outlines a future land use 
plan to base zoning decisions 
upon for areas within the 
County’s land use jurisdiction.

• The plan is a living document 
that should be updated and 
modified as warranted 
through a public process.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE



4/16/2018

3

What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

Goals and Policies to guide policy level decisions

Future land use plan to guide growth decisions

Implementation Plan to guide actionable tasks

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE 5

1998 Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Eƒƒectively and Eƒƒiciently 
Delivering Essential Services

• Current plan was adopted in 1998 with a forecast 
year of 2020

• Development has occurred within Urban Fringe 
Overlay Districts

• Growth pressure in the northeast region

• 14.4% population increase between 2000 and 2010

• Zoning Ordinance amendments

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE 6
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SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Founded in 1961, SRF 
currently employs more 

than 300 planners, 
designers and engineers 

throughout the Midwest.

Transportation 

and

Community 

Planning

Landscape 

Architecture

and Urban 

Design

Site 

Development

Highway, 

Municipal, and

Structural 

Engineering

Traffic 

Engineering

Water 
Resources 

Engineering

Our Mission: To help clients create vibrant, 

livable communities and sustainable 

transportation systems.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE 7

Planning Overview and Process

Blue Earth County 
Residents

Project Study 
Review Committee

County Board and 
Commissions

Environmental Services
Staff and Other County
Departments

SRF Consulting 
Group, Inc.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 8
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Study Review Committee

• Committee tasked with overseeing the process

• Membership:

• County Staff

• County Elected and Appointed Officials

• City and Township Representatives

• Citizens−at−Large

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 9

Public Involvement Opportunities

• Public Input Meetings

• Community Survey

• Regional Focus Group Meetings

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 10



4/16/2018

6

Public Input Meetings

Public Input Meeting #1

● Review Existing Conditions Data

● Opportunities to discuss opportunities and concerns

● Community Survey

Public Input Meeting #2

● Review and Comment on the Draft Blue Earth County 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan

April

September

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 11

Community Survey

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 12
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Regional Focus Group 
Meetings

• Intended to gather input from 
specific areas of the county

• 4 meetings will be held

• Region 1 − May 4th

• Region 2 − May 11th

• Region 3 − Late MayƒEarly June

• Region 4 − Late MayƒEarly June

• Listening session format

SRC Meeting #1 | March 2, 2017 13

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

WORK PLAN TASKS JAN FE
B

MAR APR MAY

2017

JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV

rojec c e ule

1.0 Project Management

Administration, Coordination, & Quality Control

2.0 DataCollection

3.0 Goals and Policies

4.0 Land Use Plan

5.0 Plan Document

6.0 Implementation Plan

70 a
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Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update Tasks

Data Collection
Goals and 

Policies
Land Use Plan Housing Analysis

Economic 
Development 

Analysis

Implementation 
Plan

Plan Document
Blue Earth County 

Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan Update

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 15

2040 Vision, Goals and Policies

• Sets the priorities 
for the County

• Defines specific 
achievable 
strategies to 
achieve the 
vision

• Developed 
through Public 
Comments

2040 Vision

Agricultural 

Goals

Transportation 

Goals
Housing Goals

Land Use 
Regulation 

Goals

Urban 
Development 

Goals

Natural 
Environment 

Goals

Policies

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 16
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Region 2 Characteristics

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 17

• Population Characteristics

• Geographic Characteristics

• Zoning

• Land Use

Historic Population

52,322 52,314

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 18

54,044
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64,013
65,125
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60,000
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1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2015*

Year Population % Change

1960 44,358 −

1970 52,322 17.9%

1980 52,314 0.0%

1990 54,044 3.3%

2000 55,941 3.5%

2010 64,013 14.4%

2015* 65,125 1.7%

*ACS 2015 Estimate
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Population Change 
2000−2010

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 19

Population Change 
2000−2010

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 20

Jurisdiction 2000

Population

2010

Population

Change %

Change

City of 

Mankato

32,427 39,305 6,878 21.2%

City of Skyline 330 289 −41 −12.4%

City of 

Madison Lake

837 1,017 180 21.5%

City of Eagle 

Lake

1,787 2,422 635 35.5%

South Bend 

Twp.

1,491 1,682 191 12.8%

Lime Twp. 1,314 1,395 81 6.2%

Mankato Twp. 1,833 1,969 136 7.4%

Jamestown 

Twp.

628 693 65 10.4%

Le Ray Twp. 846 746 −100 −11.8%



4/16/2018

11

Population Change 
2010−2015

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 21

Jurisdiction 2000

Population

2010

Population

Change %

Change

City of 

Mankato

39,305 40,557 1,252 3.2%

City of Skyline 289 340 51 17.6%

City of 

Madison Lake

1,017 985 -32 -3.1%

City of Eagle 

Lake

2,422 2612 190 7.8%

South Bend 

Twp.

1,682 1,775 93 5.5%

Lime Twp. 1,395 987 -408 -29.2%

Mankato Twp. 1,969 1,801 -168 -8.5%

Jamestown 

Twp.

693 790 97 14.0%

Le Ray Twp. 746 705 −41 −5.5%

Employment Change 
2010 −2015

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 22
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Median Value of
Owner Occupied
Homes (2015)

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 23

Median Value of
Owner Occupied
Homes (2015)

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 24
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Median Value of
Owner Occupied
Homes (2015)

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 25

Existing Wetlands

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 26
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Existing Wetlands

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 27

Protected Basins

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 28
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Protected Basins

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 29

Existing 
Floodplains

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 30
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Existing 
Floodplains

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 31

Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 32
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Existing Zoning

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 33

Urban Fringe 
Overlay District

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 34
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Orderly Annexation 
Agreement

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 35

Sewer Districts

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 36
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Discussion/Q&A

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 37

• What opportunities do you see within Blue Earth County regarding 
growth and development?

• What challenges do you see within Blue Earth County regarding 
growth and development?

• What current issues or trends do we need to be aware of?

• What elements should be included in the plan?

• What local efforts should be notedƒunderstood?

• Others?

Next Steps/Ways to Stay Connected

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 38

• Place your completed worksheet in the comment box

• Provide additional questions, comments, and concerns via the 
comment form

•Complete the online survey: 

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

•Visit the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Website: 

http:ƒƒwww.blueearthcountymn.govƒ1369ƒLand−Use−Plan−Update
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Help us Plan for the Future of Blue Earth County

• Opportunities and Challenges

• Vision Statement

• Future Growth

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 39

Identify the largest opportunity for the future 

of Blue Earth County.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 40

Identify the largest challenge for the future of 

Blue Earth County.

• Rivers and Wetlands

• Open Space

• Agriculture

• Small Town Feel

• Housing Choices

• Business Opportunities

• Orderly Growth

• Economic Development
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Develop a vision statement to guide the future of 

Blue Earth County

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #2 Focus Group Meeting| May 11, 2017 41

• In 2040, Blue Earth County will be known for _ __,
_ __, and _ __.

• Blue Earth County is known for it’s _ _,
_ _ , and _ _ , and these characteristics 

should be _ _ _ in the future.

• Blue Earth County will preserve _ _ _ and 
encourage enhancements to _ _ __ when planning 
for a prosperous future.

Review Existing Land se
Legend

Urban Fringe Overlay District 

Existing Land Use

Ag Land

Ag DweNng

Residential 

Mfg Home

Commercial

Industrial

Exem pt

Other

169

REGIO

NORTH
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Define future growth areas within Blue Earth County

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

43

Land Use

Residential Growth

Commercial Growth

Industrial Growth

Agricultural Preservation

ParkƒOpen Space Preservation
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BLUE EARTH COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN UPDATE

Region 3 Focus Group Meeting
Thursday, June 8, 2017

6:30 to 8:30 pm
Amboy

Agenda

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 2

• Welcome and Introductions

• What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

• Planning Overview and Process

• Region 3 Overview

• Open Discussion

• Next StepsƒWays to Stay Involved
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What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 3

What is a 
Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan?

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 4

• Outlines a future land use 
plan to base zoning decisions 
upon for areas within the 
County’s land use jurisdiction.

• The plan is a living document 
that should be updated and 
modified as warranted 
through a public process.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

Goals and Policies to guide policy level decisions

Future land use plan to guide growth decisions

Implementation Plan to guide actionable tasks

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 5

1998 Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Eƒƒectively and Eƒƒiciently 
Delivering Essential Services

• Current plan was adopted in 1998 with a forecast 
year of 2020

• Development has occurred within Urban Fringe 
Overlay Districts

• Growth pressure in the northeast region

• 14.4% population increase between 2000 and 2010

• Zoning Ordinance amendments

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 6
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SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Founded in 1961, SRF 
currently employs more 

than 300 planners, 
designers and engineers 

throughout the Midwest.

Transportation 

and

Community 

Planning

Landscape 

Architecture

and Urban 

Design

Site 

Development

Highway, 

Municipal, and

Structural 

Engineering

Traffic 

Engineering

Water 
Resources 

Engineering

Our Mission: To help clients create vibrant, 

livable communities and sustainable 

transportation systems.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 7

Planning Overview and Process

Blue Earth County 
Residents

Project Study 
Review Committee

County Board and 
Commissions

Environmental Services
Staff and Other County
Departments

SRF Consulting 
Group, Inc.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 8
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Study Review Committee

• Committee tasked with overseeing the process

• Membership:

• County Staff

• County Elected and Appointed Officials

• City and Township Representatives

• Citizens−at−Large

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 9

Public Involvement Opportunities

• Public Input Meetings

• Community Survey

• Regional Focus Group Meetings

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 10
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Public Input Meetings

Public Input Meeting #1

● Review Existing Conditions Data

● Opportunities to discuss opportunities and concerns

● Community Survey

Public Input Meeting #2

● Review and Comment on the Draft Blue Earth County 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan

April

September

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 11

Community Survey

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 12
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Regional Focus Group 
Meetings

• Intended to gather input from 
specific areas of the county

• 4 meetings will be held

• Region 1 − May 4th

• Region 2 − May 11th

• Region 3 − June 8th

• Region 4 − May 30th

• Listening session format

SRC Meeting #1 | March 2, 2017 13

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Project Schedule

14
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Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update Tasks

Data Collection
Goals and 

Policies
Land Use Plan Housing Analysis

Economic 
Development 

Analysis

Implementation 
Plan

Plan Document
Blue Earth County 

Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan Update

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 15

2040 Vision, Goals and Policies

• Sets the priorities 
for the County

• Defines specific 
achievable 
strategies to 
achieve the 
vision

• Developed 
through Public 
Comments

2040 Vision

Agricultural 

Goals

Transportation 

Goals
Housing Goals

Land Use 
Regulation 

Goals

Urban 
Development 

Goals

Natural 
Environment 

Goals

Policies

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 16



4/16/2018

9

Region 3 Characteristics

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 17

• Population Characteristics

• Geographic Characteristics

• Zoning

• Land Use

Historic Population

52,322 52,314

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 18

54,044
55,941

64,013
65,125

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

50,000

44,385

40,000

60,000

70,000

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2015*

Year Population % Change

1960 44,358 −

1970 52,322 17.9%

1980 52,314 0.0%

1990 54,044 3.3%

2000 55,941 3.5%

2010 64,013 14.4%

2015* 65,125 1.7%

*ACS 2015 Estimate
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Population Change 
2000−2010

Region 3 comprised

5.8% of the County’s 2000 population 

and 4.8 % of the 2010 population

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 19

Population Change 
2000−2010

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 20

Jurisdiction 2000

Population

2010

Population

Change % Change

Amboy 575 534 −41 −7.1%

Ceresco Township 255 239 −16 −6.3%

Good Thunder 592 583 −9 −1.5%

Lyra Township 378 327 −51 −13.5%

Pleasant Mound 

Township

235 214 −21 −8.9%

Shelby Township 294 265 −29 −9.9%

Sterling Township 276 296 20 7.2%

Vernon Center 359 332 −27 −7.5%

Vernon Center Township 301 262 −39 −13.0%
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Population Change 
2010−2015 (US Census)

Region 3 comprised

4.8% of the County’s 2010 population 

and 4.6 % of the 2015 estimate

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Population Change 
2010−2015 (US Census)

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 22

Jurisdiction 2010

Population

2015

Population

Change % Change

Amboy 534 520 −14 −2.6%

Ceresco Township 239 249 10 4.2%

Good Thunder 583 518 −65 −11.1%

Lyra Township 327 297 −30 −9.2%

Pleasant Mound 

Township

214 190 −24 −11.2%

Shelby Township 265 303 38 14.3%

Sterling Township 296 342 46 15.5%

Vernon Center 332 338 6 1.8%

Vernon Center Township 262 268 6 2.3%
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BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 23

Population Change 
2010−2015 (MN Demographer)

Region 3 comprised

4.8% of the County’s 2010 population 

and 4.4 % of the 2015 estimate

(MN Demographer)

Jurisdiction 2010

Population

2015

Population

Change % Change

Amboy 534 525 −9 −1.7%

Ceresco Township 239 221 −18 −7.5%

Good Thunder 583 551 −32 −5.5%

Lyra Township 327 305 −22 −6.7%

Pleasant Mound 

Township

214 203 −11 −5.1%

Shelby Township 265 247 −18 −6.8%

Sterling Township 296 270 −26 −8.8%

Vernon Center 332 318 −14 −4.2%

Vernon Center Township 262 250 −12 −4.6%

Employment Change 
2010 −2015

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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Median Value of
Owner Occupied
Homes (2015)

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Existing Wetlands

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 28
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Existing Wetlands

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 29

Protected Basins

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 30
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Protected Basins

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 31

Existing 
Floodplains

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 32



4/16/2018

16

Existing 
Floodplains

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 33

Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE



4/16/2018

17

Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 35

Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 36
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Existing Zoning

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Existing Zoning

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 38
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Urban Fringe 
Overlay District

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 39

Orderly Annexation 
Agreement

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 40
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Discussion

• Of the four sites highlighted, 
where would you prefer to see 
commercial development?

• Of the four sites highlighted, 
where would you prefer to see 
industrial development?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 41

Discussion
How should rural residential 
development occur within the 
County?

A. 1 dwelling per ¼ ¼ Section − 
40 Acre Lot Size

B. 1 dwelling per ¼ ¼ Section −
Conservation District

C. 2 dwellings per ¼ ¼ Section −
20 Acre Lot Size

D. 2 dwellings per ¼ ¼ Section −
Conservation District

A

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

B

C D
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Discussion

The Conservation District is intended 
to protect environmentally sensitive 
areas, preserve natural ground cover, 
and conserve natural resources.
Generally, residential and outdoor

recreation uses are allowed uses.

Should other low intensity uses also 
be allowed?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 43

Discussion

What changes in agricultural 
practices over the past 20 years 
affect the way we use land?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 44
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Discussion

There are many outdoor recreation 
sites throughout the county. Where 
are improvements needed?

What other sitesƒactivities are desired 
within the County? (i.e. private 
campgrounds)

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 45

Discussion

Level I and Level II home occupations 
are permitted and conditional uses in 
Blue Earth County’s residential 
districts. Are changes needed to meet 
the current desires for home 
occupations in the county?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 46
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Discussion/Q&A

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 47

• What opportunities do you see within Blue Earth County regarding 
growth and development?

• What challenges do you see within Blue Earth County regarding 
growth and development?

• What current issues or trends do we need to be aware of?

• What elements should be included in the plan?

• What local efforts should be notedƒunderstood?

• Others?

Next Steps/Ways to Stay Connected

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 48

• Place your completed worksheet in the comment box

• Provide additional questions, comments, and concerns via the 
comment form

•Complete the online survey: 

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

•Visit the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Website: 

http:ƒƒwww.blueearthcountymn.govƒ1369ƒLand−Use−Plan−Update
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Help us Plan for the Future of Blue Earth County

• Opportunities and Challenges

• Vision Statement

• Future Growth

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 49

Identify the largest opportunity for the future 

of Blue Earth County.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 50

Identify the largest challenge for the future of 

Blue Earth County.

• Rivers and Wetlands

• Open Space

• Agriculture

• Small Town Feel

• Housing Choices

• Business Opportunities

• Orderly Growth

• Economic Development
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Develop a vision statement to guide the future of 

Blue Earth County

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 51

• In 2040, Blue Earth County will be known for _ __,
_ __, and _ __.

• Blue Earth County is known for it’s _ _,
_ _ , and _ _ , and these characteristics 

should be _ _ _ in the future.

• Blue Earth County will preserve _ _ _ and 
encourage enhancements to _ _ __ when planning 
for a prosperous future.

Review Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #3 Focus Group Meeting| June 8, 2017 52
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Define future growth areas within Blue Earth County

53

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Land Use

Residential Growth

Commercial Growth

Industrial Growth

Agricultural Preservation

ParkƒOpen Space Preservation
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BLUE EARTH COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN UPDATE

Regional Focus Group Meeting #4
Tuesday, May 30, 2017

6:30 to 8:30 pm
Mapleton

Agenda

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 2

• Welcome and Introductions

• What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

• Planning Overview and Process

• Region 4 Overview

• Open Discussion

• Next StepsƒWays to Stay Involved
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What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 3

What is a 
Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan?

Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 4

• Outlines a future land use 
plan to base zoning decisions 
upon for areas within the 
County’s land use jurisdiction.

• The plan is a living document 
that should be updated and 
modified as warranted 
through a public process.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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What is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

Goals and Policies to guide policy level decisions

Future land use plan to guide growth decisions

Implementation Plan to guide actionable tasks

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 5

1998 Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Eƒƒectively and Eƒƒiciently 
Delivering Essential Services

• Current plan was adopted in 1998 with a forecast 
year of 2020

• Development has occurred within Urban Fringe 
Overlay Districts

• Growth pressure in the northeast region

• 14.4% population increase between 2000 and 2010

• Zoning Ordinance amendments

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 6
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SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Founded in 1961, SRF 
currently employs more 

than 300 planners, 
designers and engineers 

throughout the Midwest.

Transportation 

and

Community 

Planning

Landscape 

Architecture

and Urban 

Design

Site 

Development

Highway, 

Municipal, and

Structural 

Engineering

Traffic 

Engineering

Water 
Resources 

Engineering

Our Mission: To help clients create vibrant, 

livable communities and sustainable 

transportation systems.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 7

Planning Overview and Process

Blue Earth County 
Residents

Project Study 
Review Committee

County Board and 
Commissions

Environmental Services
Staff and Other County
Departments

SRF Consulting 
Group, Inc.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 8
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Study Review Committee

• Committee tasked with overseeing the process

• Membership:

• County Staff

• County Elected and Appointed Officials

• City and Township Representatives

• Citizens−at−Large

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 9

Public Involvement Opportunities

• Public Input Meetings

• Community Survey

• Regional Focus Group Meetings

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 10
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Public Input Meetings

Public Input Meeting #1

● Review Existing Conditions Data

● Opportunities to discuss opportunities and concerns

● Community Survey

Public Input Meeting #2

● Review and Comment on the Draft Blue Earth County 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan

April

September

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 11

Community Survey

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 12
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Regional Focus Group 
Meetings

• Intended to gather input from 
specific areas of the county

• 4 meetings will be held

• Region 1 − May 4th

• Region 2 − May 11th

• Region 3 − June 8th

• Region 4 − May 30th

• Listening session format

SRC Meeting #1 | March 2, 2017 13

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Project Schedule

14
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Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update Tasks

Data Collection
Goals and 

Policies
Land Use Plan Housing Analysis

Economic 
Development 

Analysis

Implementation 
Plan

Plan Document
Blue Earth County 

Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan Update

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 15

2040 Vision, Goals and Policies

• Sets the priorities 
for the County

• Defines specific 
achievable 
strategies to 
achieve the 
vision

• Developed 
through Public 
Comments

2040 Vision

Agricultural 

Goals

Transportation 

Goals
Housing Goals

Land Use 
Regulation 

Goals

Urban 
Development 

Goals

Natural 
Environment 

Goals

Policies

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 16
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Region 4 Characteristics

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 17

• Population Characteristics

• Geographic Characteristics

• Zoning

• Land Use

Historic Population

52,322 52,314

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 18

54,044
55,941

64,013
65,125

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

50,000

44,385

40,000

60,000

70,000

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2015*

Year Population % Change

1960 44,358 −

1970 52,322 17.9%

1980 52,314 0.0%

1990 54,044 3.3%

2000 55,941 3.5%

2010 64,013 14.4%

2015* 65,125 1.7%

*ACS 2015 Estimate
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Population Change 
2000−2010

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Public Input Meeting | April 18, 2017 19

Population Change 
2000−2010

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 20

Jurisdiction 2000

Population

2010

Population

Change % Change

Beauford Township 442 406 −36 −8.1%

Danville Township 262 240 −22 −8.4%

Decoria Township 992 1,104 112 11.3%

McPherson Township 470 466 −4 −0.9%

Mapleton 1,678 1,756 78 4.6%

Mapleton Township 310 310 0 0.0%

Medo Township 374 364 −10 −2.7%

Minnesota Lake (partial) − 4 − −

Pemberton 246 247 1 0.4%

St. Clair 827 868 41 5.0%
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Population Change 
2010−2015

21

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Population Change 
2010−2015

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 22

Jurisdiction 2010

Population

2015

Population

Change % Change

Beauford Township 406 401 −5 −1.2%

Danville Township 240 208 −32 −13.3%

Decoria Township 1,104 985 -119 -10.8%

McPherson Township 466 418 −48 −10.3%

Mapleton 1,756 1,759 3 0.2%

Mapleton Township 310 284 -26 -8.4%

Medo Township 364 343 −21 −5.8%

Minnesota Lake (partial) 4 4 0 0.0%

Pemberton 247 297 50 20.2%

St. Clair 868 896 28 3.2%
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Employment Change 
2010 −2015

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 23

Median Value of
Owner Occupied
Homes (2015)

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 24



4/16/2018

13

Existing Wetlands

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 27

Existing Wetlands

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 28
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Protected Basins

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 29

Protected Basins

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 30
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Existing 
Floodplains

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 31

Existing 
Floodplains

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 32
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Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Existing Zoning

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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Existing Zoning

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Urban Fringe 
Overlay District

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 38
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Orderly Annexation 
Agreement

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 39

Discussion

• Of the four sites highlighted, where
would you prefer to see commercial
development?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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Discussion

• Of the four sites highlighted, where 
would you prefer to see industrial 
development?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Discussion

The Conservation District is intended 
to protect environmentally sensitive 
areas, preserve natural ground cover, 
and conserve natural resources.
Generally, residential and outdoor

recreation uses are allowed uses.

Should other low intensity uses also 
be allowed?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE
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Discussion

What changes in agricultural 
practices over the past 20 years 
affect the way we use land?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017

Discussion

There are many outdoor recreation 
sites throughout the county. Where 
are improvements needed?

What other sitesƒactivities are desired 
within the County? (i.e. private 
campgrounds)

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017
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Discussion

Level I and Level II home occupations 
are permitted and conditional uses in 
Blue Earth County’s residential 
districts. Are changes needed to meet 
the current desires for home 
occupations in the county?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017

Discussion/Q&A

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 46

• What opportunities do you see within Blue Earth County regarding 
growth and development?

• What challenges do you see within Blue Earth County regarding 
growth and development?

• What current issues or trends do we need to be aware of?

• What elements should be included in the plan?

• What local efforts should be notedƒunderstood?

• Others?
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Next Steps/Ways to Stay Connected

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 47

• Place your completed worksheet in the comment box

• Provide additional questions, comments, and concerns via the 
comment form

•Complete the online survey: 

https:ƒƒwww.surveymonkey.comƒrƒcoblue−earthcomplandusesurvey

•Visit the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Website: 

http:ƒƒwww.blueearthcountymn.govƒ1369ƒLand−Use−Plan−Update

Help us Plan for the Future of Blue Earth County

• Opportunities and Challenges

• Vision Statement

• Future Growth

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 48
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Identify the largest opportunity for the future 

of Blue Earth County.

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 49

Identify the largest challenge for the future of 

Blue Earth County.

• Rivers and Wetlands

• Open Space

• Agriculture

• Small Town Feel

• Housing Choices

• Business Opportunities

• Orderly Growth

• Economic Development

Develop a vision statement to guide the future of 

Blue Earth County

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE Region #4 Focus Group Meeting| May 30, 2017 50

• In 2040, Blue Earth County will be known for _ __,
_ __, and _ __.

• Blue Earth County is known for it’s _ _,
_ _ , and _ _ , and these characteristics 

should be _ _ _ in the future.

• Blue Earth County will preserve _ _ _ and 
encourage enhancements to _ _ __ when planning 
for a prosperous future.
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Review Existing Land Use

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Define future growth areas within Blue Earth County

52

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE UPDATE

Land Use

Residential Growth

Commercial Growth

Industrial Growth

Agricultural Preservation

ParkƒOpen Space Preservation
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BLUE EARTH COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN UPDATE

Public Input Meeting
Monday, September 24, 2018

6:00pm

AgendaAgendaAgendaAgenda

• Welcome

• What is a Land Use Plan?

• Planning Overview and Process

• Land Use Plan Overview

• Next Steps

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 2
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What is a Land Use Plan?What is a Land Use Plan?What is a Land Use Plan?What is a Land Use Plan?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 3Public Meeting | September 24, 2018

What is a Land Use What is a Land Use What is a Land Use What is a Land Use 

Plan?Plan?Plan?Plan?

4

• Outlines a future land use 
plan to base zoning decisions 
upon for areas within the 
County’s land use jurisdiction.

• The plan is a living document 
that should be updated and 
modified as warranted 
through a public process. 

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE
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5

Planning Overview and ProcessPlanning Overview and ProcessPlanning Overview and ProcessPlanning Overview and Process

Blue Earth County 
Residents

Project Study 
Review Committee

Environmental 
Services Staff

County Board and 
Commissions

SRF Consulting 
Group, Inc. 

• Public Input Meetings

• Community Survey

• Regional Focus Group Meeting

• Agency Interviews

• Economic Development Interviews

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE Public Meeting | September 24, 2018

Blue Earth County Land Use Plan Blue Earth County Land Use Plan Blue Earth County Land Use Plan Blue Earth County Land Use Plan 

6

• Chapter 1 – Introduction

• Chapter 2 – Public Participation Process

• Chapter 3 – County Context & Social Characteristics

• Chapter 4 – Physical Environment & Natural Resources

• Chapter 5 – Community Resilience

• Chapter 6 – Land Use

• Chapter 7 – Economy

• Chapter 8 – Transportation

• Chapter 9 – Goals, Objectives and Implementation

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE Public Meeting | September 24, 2018
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2 2 2 2 –––– Public Participation Public Participation Public Participation Public Participation 

ProcessProcessProcessProcess

• Study Review Committee

• Focus Group Meetings

• Public Open House

• Survey

• In-depth Interviews

• Other Plans

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 7

3 3 3 3 ---- County Context & County Context & County Context & County Context & 

Social CharacteristicsSocial CharacteristicsSocial CharacteristicsSocial Characteristics

• Region

• Demographics

• Population Change

• Population Projections

• Age of Housing Stock

• Why does this matter?

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 8
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4 4 4 4 –––– Physical Environment Physical Environment Physical Environment Physical Environment 

& Natural Resources& Natural Resources& Natural Resources& Natural Resources

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 9

Natural 
Resources

Soils

Geology

Groundwater

Surface Waters

Greenprint

Waterways

Wetlands

Woodlands

Wildlife Habitat

Green Infrastructure

5 5 5 5 –––– Community ResilienceCommunity ResilienceCommunity ResilienceCommunity Resilience

• Blue Earth County All Hazard Mitigation Plan
• Vulnerable Populations

• Essential Facilities

• Infrastructure and Utilities
• Natural Gas and Electricity

• Biomass and Waste Management

• Groundwater Supply

• Wastewater Treatment

• Stormwater Management

• Erosion

• Dams

• Tornados

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 10
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6 6 6 6 –––– Land UseLand UseLand UseLand Use

• Development Trends

• Orderly Growth and 
Development

• Overview of Land Use 
Authority and Existing 
Regulations

11

Open Water

2.7%

Developed

8.3%

Barren

0.3%
Forest

3.2%

Shrub-Scrub

0.1%

Grasslands

2.2%

Pasture/Hay

1.8%

Cultivated Crops

75.9%

Wetlands

5.5%

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE Public Meeting | September 24, 2018

Zoning OrdinanceZoning OrdinanceZoning OrdinanceZoning Ordinance

12

To promote and 
protect the health, 
safety and general 

welfare 

To provide for the 
orderly 

development of 
the County

To ensure the 
appropriate use of 

land 

To ensure 
adequate utilities 

and transportation

To ensure 
adequate public 

facilities 

To ensure the 
conservation of 

natural resources

To prevent 
pollution

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE Public Meeting | September 24, 2018
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7 7 7 7 ---- EconomyEconomyEconomyEconomy

• Key economic drivers in the County

• Agriculture

• Healthcare facilities

• Manufacturing

• Educational Institutions

• Modern livestock production 
currently involves fewer but larger 
confined feedlots

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 13

8 8 8 8 ---- TransportationTransportationTransportationTransportation

• Access Management

• Right-of-Way

• Rail Operations

• Aviation

• Mankato/North Mankato Planning Organization

• Natural Preservation Routes

• All-Terrain Vehicles

• Freight

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 14
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9 9 9 9 –––– Goals, Objectives and ImplementationGoals, Objectives and ImplementationGoals, Objectives and ImplementationGoals, Objectives and Implementation

15BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE Public Meeting | September 24, 2018

LAND USE PLAN VISION
Blue Earth County will continue to provide a high quality of 

life for its residents, from agricultural production to urban 

living. A focus on agricultural preservation, natural resource 

protection, recreational opportunities and well-planned 

growth throughout the County will preserve and secure 

diverse quality-of-life options for residents.

9 9 9 9 –––– Goals, Objectives and ImplementationGoals, Objectives and ImplementationGoals, Objectives and ImplementationGoals, Objectives and Implementation

16

Goal

Overall Vision for 
each element

Objectives

Policies for how 
the County will 

achieve its vision

Implementation 
Actions

Specific actions 
that can be taken 

to achieve the 
vision

BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE Public Meeting | September 24, 2018
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Please Provide Your CommentsPlease Provide Your CommentsPlease Provide Your CommentsPlease Provide Your Comments
• Provide additional questions, comments, and concerns using the comment 

form or online at:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BECLandUsePlanDraft

• Place your completed comment form in the comment box

• Comments can also be given directly to County Staff or SRF
• County Staff – 507.304.4381

• SRF –

Public Comment Period closes at 9:00 am on Monday, 
October 15th

Public Meeting | September 24, 2018BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE 17

Important DatesImportant DatesImportant DatesImportant Dates

• Public Comment Period Closes: Monday, October 15th

• Final Study Review Committee Meeting: Thursday, October 18th

• Final Draft of the Land Use Plan Available Online: Friday, November 30th 

• Planning Commission Meeting: Wednesday, December 5th

• County Board Meeting: Tuesday, December 18th

Draft Plan is available at:

www.blueearthcountymn.gov/landuseplanupdate

18BLUE EARTH COUNTY | LAND USE PLAN UPDATE Public Meeting | September 24, 2018



AGRICULTURAL GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES:

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS:

Blue Earth County will maintain its agricultural areas by limiting new 
development to reduce conflicts between farm and non-farms uses and 
by adopting performance standards for certain agricultural uses to better 
protect its natural resources.

1.	Preserve agricultural land for future agricultural use by limiting conversion to non-agricultural uses.
2.	Support the agricultural economy in Blue Earth County. This includes farming operations of all scales and 

those industries which directly support agriculture.
3.	Adapt to changes in agricultural trends to ensure that policies and regulations support continued 

agricultural production. 
4.	Encourage agricultural practices that support environmental conservation and protection.

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY
The County will implement an agricultural zone disclosure statement form to be 
signed by non-farm developers.  The disclosure form will become a part of each 
parcel’s official file.

Short-term
Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

The County will continue to enforce its dwelling density performance standard of one 
(1) dwelling unit per quarter-quarter section in the Agricultural Zoned District. On-going

Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

The Transfer of Residential Development Rights (TDRs) within the Agricultural and 
Conservation Districts will continue to be allowed. However, the sender must either 
own the entire quarter-quarter out of which the dwelling unit allowance will be 
transferred or all property owners in the sending quarter-quarter with buildable 
areas must agree. The receiving quarter-quarter must share a common boundary or 
corner with the sending quarter-quarter. In addition, both the sending and receiving 
quarter-quarter must have an area which meets the current standards for being 
buildable as established by the Ordinances. The maximum dwelling unit allowance 
per quarter-quarter in the agricultural district is four (4).

On-going
Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

The County will review the Zoning Ordinance provisions for all permitted and 
conditional uses in its Agricultural District. The review will ensure compatibility 
with agricultural uses. The review shall eliminate non-compatible uses and where 
applicable, new uses shall be added.

Short-term
Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Review the Development regulations and performance standards that apply to the 
Agricultural District. Short-term

Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Add performance standards related to the management of stormwater for those 
items that require a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Short-term

Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

A minimum of  three hundred feet (300’) will be  the required setback, for any new 
dwelling unit in the agricultural district, from any existing agricultural field. Short-term

Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Setback standards will be reviewed for feedlots from any Residential District and any 
County park boundary. Short-term

Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

New manure storage structures shall be either at or below grade, covered concrete 
structures or at or above grade, glass lined steel structures. These structures will 
require an application for a conditional use permit, go through plan review, and be 
subject to an inspection program. No new earthen basins for use as manure storage 
will be allowed in the County, however, existing non-conforming earthen basins 
used for manure storage can have improvements made to them to correct pollutant 
problems.

Short-term
Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Review the feedlot ordinance for possible amendments to reduce the minimum lot 
size requirements. Short-term

Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Encourage the use of agricultural Best Management Practices (BMPs) to protect and 
enhance sensitive environmental features. On-going Environmental Services Staff

G
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NATURAL RESOURCES GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES:

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS:

Protect, enhance and restore aquatic and natural resources for current and 
the future generations, and protect the quantity and quality of groundwater 
resources to ensure long term sustainability of groundwater supplies. 

1.	Protect, enhance and restore wetlands to provide one or more functions, such as water quality, stormwater 
attenuation, flood water storage, fish and wildlife habitat, groundwater recharge, recreation, shoreline 
protection, and etc.

2.	Minimize fragmentation and development of woodlands, wildlife habitat, open space, shoreland and 
wetlands in river corridors, lake watersheds, wetland complexes, and Greenprint priority areas. (Reference: 
Minnesota Statutes 2017, sections 394.23, 394.231 and 462.357 Subd.9)

3.	Stormwater and stormwater runoff should be managed to prevent or minimize flooding, pollution, erosion 
and sedimentation in downstream receiving waters, drainage areas or property.  

4.	Land development projects in shoreland and Greenprint areas should protect soils, wildlife habitat, water 
quality, natural vegetation and wetlands.

5.	Encourage preservation of the scenic and recreational value of natural areas, lakes, wetlands, river corridors, 
parks and trails. 

6.	Wastewater should be managed to protect surface and groundwater resources and public health.
7.	Support goals, strategies and actions in the Blue Earth County Water Management Plan and other natural 

resource and water management plans
8.	Land use planning and management have an important role in protecting groundwater resources. Land 

development projects and proposals should minimize potential for groundwater contamination.
9.	Mining or otherwise extracting natural resources and their accessory uses should be designed, managed 

and reclaimed to protect surface and ground water resources, air quality and public safety with consideration 
of the general character of land uses in the area in both pre- and post-mining stages.

NATURAL RESOURCES IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY
Coordination with Other Plans
Support land use management and policies to protect aquatic and natural 
resources in development and coordination of land use plans, comprehensive plans, 
transportation plans, stormwater plans, water management plans, hazard mitigation 
plans, and park and open space plans from all local government jurisdictions to 
protect aquatic and natural resources.

On-going Environmental Services

Support goals, strategies and actions in the Blue Earth County Water Management 
Plan. On-going Environmental Services

Utilize and update the Blue Earth County Greenprint to protect, enhance and restore 
natural resources and support development of green infrastructure throughout the 
county.  

On-going Environmental Services

Surface Water
Establish and maintain vegetation in riparian areas and riparian buffers in accordance 
with Minnesota Statutes 2017, sections 103F.401 to 103F.445 and the Blue Earth 
County Shoreland Ordinance.

On-going Environmental Services, SWCD

Continue to administer the Blue Earth County Feedlot program to reduce the 
potential for pollution of surface water and groundwater from feedlots and manure 
management.  

On-going Environmental Services

Stormwater
Continue to require and review stormwater management and construction site 
runoff and erosion control plans to reduce runoff, erosion and sedimentation. On-going Environmental Services

Review stormwater management and land use ordinances and policies to determine 
how stormwater management and erosion control requirements can be improved 
to protect downstream receiving waters and property from erosion, flooding and 
potential pollutant run-off. Make revisions as needed.

On-going Environmental Services

Support contractor training and homeowner education to comply with State and 
County erosion control and stormwater management requirements and encourage 
stormwater best management practices to protect water quality. 

Long-term Environmental Services

G
O

A
L:



NATURAL RESOURCES GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS (Continued):
NATURAL RESOURCES IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY
Wetlands
Continue to review development projects to determine if wetlands may be present 
and require wetland boundary delineations when needed. On-going Environmental Services

Continue to ensure wetland functions are protected with protection a minimum of 
16.5 feet from wetlands when new subdivisions are platted. On-going Environmental Services

Consider wetland setbacks to prevent encroachment and erosion and sedimentation 
from surrounding uplands and drainage areas to protect wetlands from accelerated 
sedimentation and loss of water storage, loss of habitat or encroachment from 
surrounding land uses. Revise ordinances and policies if needed.

Long-term Environmental Services

Consider amending land use policies and official controls requiring dedication 
of parkland to allow open space dedication, including wetlands, for public use in 
Greenprint priority areas as allowed by Minnesota Statutes. (Reference: Minnesota 
Statutes 2017, sections 394.25 Subd.7 and 462.358 Subd. 2b)

On-going Environmental Services, SWCD

Shoreland
Continue to administer the Shoreland Ordinance. On-going Environmental Services
Review the Shoreland Ordinance and policies to determine if revisions are needed 
to better protect public water lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands. Make revisions as 
needed.  

Long-term Environmental Services, 
MNDNR

Protect and encourage the enhancement and restoration of natural and aquatic 
vegetation and wetlands in near-shore areas to provide critical fish and wildlife 
habitat and shoreline protection from stormwater runoff, waves and ice ridges.

On-going Environmental Services

Groundwater
Continue to ensure wells are properly sited, constructed and sealed in accordance 
with the Minnesota Well Code and the Minnesota Department of Health delegation 
agreement.

On-going Environmental Services

Continue to ensure subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS) are in compliance 
with Blue Earth County Code and Minnesota Rules. On-going Environmental Services

Continue to review and include conditions for development proposals to address 
storage, use and disposal of potentially hazardous substances and hazardous waste 
to prevent potential surface and groundwater contamination from runoff or leaching 
through soils and bedrock.

On-going Environmental Services

Utilize the Geologic Atlas of Blue Earth County, Part B, and the Blue Earth County 
Water Management Plan to review land use and development projects protect 
groundwater in areas with moderate or high pollution sensitivity. 

On-going Environmental Services

Protect and encourage restoration of wetlands in river corridors and former sand, 
gravel and rock mining sites to protect groundwater and provide wildlife habitat or 
recreation.

On-going Environmental Services

Mining

Review ordinances, polices and requirements for mining plans and reclamation 
plans to ensure pre-mining conditions, surface and ground water protection, 
mining methods, auxiliary facilities, traffic, public safety, site management, staging 
operations, vegetation management, dust, noise, odors, lighting, wildlife habitat, 
scenic views and other concerns are addressed. 

Short-term Environmental Services

Review and consider amending policies for mining performance bonds. Short-term Environmental Services

Consider development of a master plan for mining reclamation using the Greenprint 
Master Plan for Mining Reclamation Framework. Short-term Environmental Services



COMMUNITY RESILIENCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES:

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS:

Protect, enhance and restore aquatic and natural resources for current and 
the future generations, and protect the quantity and quality of groundwater 
resources to ensure long term sustainability of groundwater supplies. 

1.	Prevent losses from flood hazards through implementation of the National Flood Insurance Program.
2.	Ensure community resilience with stormwater management systems, better site design and other projects 

that effectively provide flood water and stormwater attenuation to prevent flooding, erosion and protect 
water quality.

3.	Minimize ravine, stream bank and bluff erosion, construction site runoff, erosion hazards, and mitigation 
costs throughout the County.

4.	Protect and enhance natural flood water and stormwater storage and treatment systems in floodplains, 
wetlands and shoreland areas. 

5.	Ensure water wells are properly located, constructed and maintained.
6.	Ensure land development proposals address storage, use and disposal of potentially hazardous substances 

and hazardous waste.
7.	Support long term, sustainable wastewater treatment systems to protect groundwater and surface water 

from contamination from sewage and hazardous substances.
8.	Work to eliminate discharge of untreated and undertreated wastewater to surface water and groundwater.
9.	Support goals, strategies and actions in the Blue Earth County Hazard Mitigation Plan, Blue Earth County 

Water Management Plan, stormwater plans and watershed plans. 
10.	 Support goals, strategies and actions in the Blue Earth County Hazard Mitigation Plan, Blue Earth County 

Water Management Plan, stormwater plans and watershed plans. 

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY
Participate in updating the Blue Earth County Hazard Mitigation Plan to address 
potential hazards and identify mitigation actions for floods, near-channel erosion, 
water supply contamination, and hazardous materials release, for example.

Short-term           
and             

On-going

Emergency Management, 
Environmental Services, Public 
Works

Flooding 
Adopt the preliminary FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps when they are approved by 
FEMA and revise floodplain ordinances to conform to FEMA/MNDNR standards. Short-term Environmental Services

Revise floodplain ordinances to prohibit filling or new dwellings in the General 
Floodplain and Flood Fringe District and to conform to the County Zoning Ordinance 
which requires lots to have the required buildable area outside of floodplains.

Short-term Environmental Services

Consider land use controls to prevent land development in the Rapidan Dam flood 
inundation area. Short-term

Environmental Services, 
Public Works, Emergency 
Management

Review ordinances and policies to ensure water storage potential of natural systems 
are considered and protected in wetlands, floodplains, and vegetation that protect 
soils and increase evapotranspiration.  

Short-term Environmental Services

Erosion and Erosion Hazards

The County will review and consider increasing structure and other setbacks in areas 
with potential riverine and near-channel erosion hazards in incised reaches of rivers 
and streams and steep slopes to prevent future erosion hazards and reduce hazard 
mitigation costs. (Hazard Mitigation Plan) 

Short-term
Environmental Services, Other 
affected Townships, Emergency 
Management, Public Works

The County will consider requiring site-specific assessment of vulnerability prior to 
land development and alterations in areas with eroding bluffs and steep slopes. Short-term

Environmental Services, 
Affected Townships, 
Emergency Management, 
Public Works

Review and revise stormwater management and land use ordinances and stormwater 
management policies to decrease surface water runoff and subsurface drainage 
discharges directed to streambanks, bluffs, ravines and steep slopes to reduce 
erosion.

Short-term
Environmental Services, 
Affected Townships, Public 
Works
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COMMUNITY RESILIENCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS (Continued):
	
NATURAL RESOURCES IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY
Stormwater Management
Continue to require site owners/contractors obtain required MPCA NPDES 
construction stormwater permits. On-going Environmental Services

Continue to implement and develop ordinances, policies and documents necessary 
to support the MS4 program as required by the State. On-going Environmental Services, County 

Attorney

Work with multiple jurisdictions to evaluate existing and potential stormwater 
ordinances and policies effectiveness and determine if uniform approaches are 
desired to develop or administer local stormwater regulations and amend ordinances 
as needed.

Long-term
Environmental Services, 
Interested Municipalities, 
Public Works

Support increasing water storage by enhancing and restoring wetlands and 
developing green infrastructure to increase water storage and provide other benefits. On-going Environmental Services

Protect wetlands from development impacts during construction with vegetated 
buffers, perimeter controls and other erosion control strategies to ensure wetland 
storage volume is not diminished due to accelerated erosion and sedimentation. 
(Reference: MPCA NPDES Construction General Permit)

On-going Environmental Services

Wastewater 
Continue to ensure subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS) are in compliance 
with Blue Earth County Code and Minnesota Rules. On-going Environmental Services

Continue to require sufficient lot area for subsurface sewage treatment systems and 
replacement systems. On-going Environmental Services

Continue to support growth and development in municipalities or areas with publicly 
owned collection and treatment systems to ensure that wastewater treatment needs 
are met for the future and to help reduce long-term costs associated with growth to 
the taxpayers.

On-going Environmental Services

Continue to support orderly annexation agreements. On-going Environmental Services

Water Supply 

Continue administering the Minnesota Well Code, issue permits, inspect the 
construction of new domestic wells and non-community water supply wells, inspect 
the sealing of abandoned well, and ensure wells are maintained in accordance with 
the Minnesota Department of Health delegation agreement.

On-going Environmental Services

Continue to review land development proposals to ensure required well isolation 
distances (setbacks) from existing and future wells will be maintained and 
abandoned wells are identified and properly sealed.

On-going Environmental Services

Continue to coordinate water appropriations permitting with MNDNR. On-going Environmental Services



LAND USE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES:

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS:

The County will support the utilization of its land and related natural 
resources, so they are conserved for future generations. In addition, the 
County will continue to support the growth of all municipalities while 
preserving agriculture, rural character, and its scenic value. 

1.	Maintain ordinances that appropriately respond to the residential, agricultural, industrial and commercial 
trends of Blue Earth County. 

2.	Maintain relationships with cities and townships to ensure adequate area exists to support future demand 
for residential, agricultural, commercial, and industrial uses.

3.	Refer to other system plans (e.g., Water Management Plan, MAPO Transportation Plan, Hazard Mitigation 
Plan, and other relevant plans) when making future decisions on growth and development or updating the 
Land Use Plan.

4.	Preserve the health, safety, and welfare of all residents and the environment in Blue Earth County.

LAND USE IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY

The County will assess all permitted and conditional uses in all zoning districts. When 
necessary, amendments to the Ordinance shall be made.  Long-term

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

The County will assess the district standards (height, yard and lot area, width and 
depth regulations) for all zoning districts. Short-term Environmental Services and 

Planning Commission

The County will consider amending its definition of “Lot of Record” in the Agricultural 
District to be February 1, 1985. Short-term

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

The County will amend its Individual Sewage Treatment System ordinance as needed.    Short-term
Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

The development of future commercial uses in the rural area shall be reviewed 
for their emergency services, stormwater and wastewater treatment, access to 
transportation systems, and water supply needs and the corresponding impacts to 
those systems.   

On-going
Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Regularly review the Land Use Plan and pursue amendments on a regular basis to 
ensure the plan appropriately guides decision making. On-going

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Review the regulations for when a construction permit is required. Short-Term
Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Continue to enforce ordinances related to junkyards and solid waste. On-going Environmental Services

The County will review the urban fringe overlay districts.  The district’s boundaries 
around the City of Mankato, the City of Eagle Lake, and the City of Madison Lake 
could be amended following consultation with the city’s representative(s) and a 
public input process. Each city’s growth needs, and future utility service areas will be 
considered.  Future Growth boundaries around the other municipalities shall be a 
coordinated effort between the County and its municipalities. Future amendments 
will include review from MnDOT, MAPO, Townships, and other primary stakeholders 
as deemed appropriate.

Long-term
Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission, County 
Board and applicable cites.

Continue to integrate and actively participate in land use and transportation 
planning activities with other regional agencies (MnDOT, MAPO, etc.). On-going County Engineer and 

Environmental Services
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DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES:

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS:

The County will support orderly growth and limit the development of uses 
that may eventually require the extension of urban utilities outside of 
municipal areas.

1.	Consider development that can be constructed with minimal impact to existing natural and built systems 
(e.g., wetlands and transportation).

2.	Utilize the Land Use Plan to guide future development in Blue Earth County.
3.	Direct new and in-fill commercial and industrial development to urban areas where access to transportation, 

water, wastewater and stormwater systems can be provided.
4.	Allow for development that adapts to the natural environment and is constructed in a manner that does not 

negatively impact existing natural resources. 
5.	Future growth and development in the urban fringe districts near Mankato, Eagle Lake, and Madison Lake 

should be steered to the municipalities and be consistent with orderly annexation agreements, land use plans 
of the affected jurisdictions, MAPO transportation plans, MATAPS, and other local and regional transportation 
plans, protection of natural resources, the County Greenprint, County Land Use Plan, and other local and 
regional plans.

6.	Consider the development of alternative energy projects that avoid negative impacts to any nearby 
environmentally sensitive areas. 

DEVELOPMENT IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY

The County will review the urban fringe overlay districts.  The district’s boundaries 
around the City of Mankato, the City of Eagle Lake, and the City of Madison Lake 
could be amended following consultation with the city’s representative(s) and a 
public input process. Each city’s growth needs, and future utility service areas will be 
considered.  Future Growth boundaries around the other municipalities shall be a 
coordinated effort between the County and its municipalities. Future amendments 
will include review from MnDOT, MAPO, Townships, and other primary stakeholders 
as deemed appropriate.

Long-term
Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission, County 
Board and applicable cites.

The County will support the establishment of annexation agreements between its 
municipalities and their surrounding townships for the purpose of encouraging 
urban development to occur in urban areas with urban services.

On-going
Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

The County will adopt performance standards for development that has higher than 
average impacts upon existing infrastructure.  Short-term

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Regularly review and amend the zoning ordinance and land division regulations to 
ensure standards correlate with current development trends. On-going

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Review allowed uses in all zoning districts to encourage small business growth 
throughout the County. Short-Term

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Review lot size and setback requirements and identify amendments that promote the 
goals and objectives of this plan. Short-Term Environmental Services

Review and possibly amend the parking standards in residential districts to meet 
current needs. Long-Term

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission, County 
Board

Review the current standards for home occupations and identify amendments that 
promote the goals and objectives of this plan. Short-Term

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission, County 
Board

Review solar and wind energy ordinances and identify amendments that promote 
the goals and objectives of this plan. Short-Term Environmental Services
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HOUSING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES:

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS:

The County will encourage multi-unit housing development to be in areas 
that can be serviced by city utilities. Housing developments in rural areas, 
shall have adequate separation between residential and non-residential 
uses.

1.	Allow for the development of a diverse housing stock (single-family, two-family, and multiple-family 
dwellings), as allowed by the applicable zoning districts. 

2.	Consider the development of cluster housing developments with shared systems that reduce impacts 
to service costs and the natural environment, provided the necessary standards are met for stormwater, 
wastewater, and transportation needs. 

3.	Preserve and enhance the existing character of neighborhoods and urban areas by encouraging similar uses 
and developments.

HOUSING IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY

The County will eliminate the language in its ordinances that makes a distinction 
between stick-built homes and code complying manufactured homes. Short-term

Environmental Services Staff, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Create performance standards for the creation of Conservation Subdivisions as a 
Conditional Use Permit in the Ag or Conservation Districts. Long-term

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission, County 
Board

Support housing development that provides for the best use of land and services (i.e., 
shared access and community infrastructure systems). On-going Environmental Services

Review the performance standards for the Elder Care provision of the Zoning 
Ordinance. Long-term

Environmental Services, 
Planning Commission, County 
Board
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TRANSPORTATION GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES:

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS:

Land use proposals as they relate to road construction, access points, 
and service road requirements will be tied to the County’s transportation 
planning efforts and will be reviewed by the applicable road authority.

1.	Maintain a transportation system that allows for the safe and efficient movement of people and goods 
through Blue Earth County and responds to growth. 

2.	Consider multiple modes of transportation when reviewing developments and undergoing long-range 
planning efforts.

3.	Maintain relationships with MnDOT, MAPO, cities, townships and other agencies to provide a connected 
network throughout the County.

4.	Identify transportation impacts of rural development. 
5.	Future development shall meet the County standards for land use and access management. 

DEVELOPTMENT IMPLEMENTATION ACTION TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBILITY

The County will limit the number of access points to Highway 90. On-going
Environmental Services, 
County Engineer and Planning 
Commission

For development proposals located along major arterials, service roads may be 
required to be built to service the use. On-going

Environmental Services, 
applicable road authority, 
Planning Commission and 
County Board

Establish a maximum grade requirement that will apply to the construction of all new 
private access roads. Short-term Environmental Services and 

County Engineer

The County needs to assess its policy regarding the number of field approaches that 
are permitted along different classes of roads.  Some determination needs to be 
made regarding the standard that should be applied to this type of access point and 
the appropriate ordinances should be amended.

Short-term
Environmental Services, 
County Engineer and Planning 
Commission

Review the standards for the permitting of advertising structures. Long-term
Environmental Services, area 
road authorities, Planning 
Commission, and County Board

Continue to integrate and actively participate in land use and transportation 
planning activities with other regional agencies (MnDOT, MAPO, etc.). On-going County Engineer and 

Environmental Services
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