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First Area Roundabout Opens

Environmental Services

Three legs of the new Stadium Road/Victory Drive roundabout recently opened and the
fourth leg of the project is expected to open at the end of the month. The roundabout is the
first to open in the area with plans for additional roundabout intersections to be developed
in the future as part of MnDOT, Blue Earth County and City of Mankato projects. For more
information on roundabouts, including videos and simulated illustrations of roundabout use
for pedestrians and motorists, visit the Minnesota Department of Transportation’s website at:
www.dot.state.mn.us/roundabouts.
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THE COMMUNICATOR
The Blue Earth County Communicator is published biannually to
increase public awareness and involvement in county government.
For more information about the publication, or
to submit questions and/or comments, contact:
Communications Office
Blue Earth County Historic Courthouse
204 S. 5th St., Mankato, MN 56001
Phone 304-4491 – Fax 304-4344
info@blueearthcountymn.gov

Award-Winning
Publication
by the National
Association of County
Information Officers

Performance
Measurement Survey
Blue Earth County is continuing participation
in a benchmark performance measurement
program put together by the State of Minnesota
Results and Innovation Council. Participation in
the program is voluntary for local governments.
However, cities and counties that participate
such as Blue Earth County, will be eligible for
local government aid reimbursements of up to
$25,000 and exemption from certain levy limits.
As part of the program, Blue Earth County
will take further steps to assess performance
measurement in various areas indicated by
the Council.
Please take a moment to provide valuable
feedback, by completing a short survey
found at the following link:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/W7S5K8P.
Your input is appreciated. If you prefer, you
may cut out a copy of the survey below and
mail it to the following address:
Blue Earth County
ATTN: Public Information
204 S. 5th Street
P.O. Box 8608
Mankato, MN 56001

1. How would you rate the condition of
roads in Blue Earth County?
o Good  o Mostly Good
o Many Bad Spots
2. Do you feel Blue Earth County roads
are well maintained throughout all
seasons?
o Yes  o No
3. Please provide additional information
as to why or why not you feel Blue
Earth County roads are well
maintained throughout all seasons.

WHAT’S NEW
Blue Earth County Launches New Websites
By Jessica Beyer, Communications Manager & Business Analyst
Blue Earth County recently launched two
websites; the main Blue Earth County website at
www.blueearthcountymn.gov and the
Blue Earth County Library System website at
www.beclibrary.org.
Both websites feature enhanced design and
functionality for users to access information and
services. Some of the new features include: mobile
sites for smart phone use, language translation
capabilities, online forms, font size options, print
and email buttons on each page, social media
integration and a new “Notify Me” option, which
allows users to subscribe to news, events and other
categories.  Departmental areas have also added a
great deal of content to provide the public with more
information about programs and services that can be
accessed 24/7.  
As part of the main Blue Earth County website, Human
Resources also implemented new job posting and
applicant tracking software, NeoGov, which is utilized
by many governmental agencies across the nation. The
new system will offer more options to communicate
with applicants and streamline the entire recruitment
process. Those that previously signed on to receive job
notifications or had a previous application on file will
need to complete a new job interest card and fill out a
new application to apply for upcoming positions on the
open jobs page by clicking on the employment button
at www.blueearthcountymn.gov.
Please take a moment to visit the new websites and
experience first-hand the improved design, navigation
and content.  

Website & Email Address
Changes
The Blue Earth County main
website address has changed to
www.blueearthcountymn.gov and all
County email addresses will now end
with @blueearthcountymn.gov.
The former website address and email
addresses will continue to work for several
months. Please make sure to update records
with the new address information.

For more information contact Jessica Beyer, Communications Manager & Business Analyst at 304-4491 or at jessica.beyer@
blueearthcountymn.gov.

4. Have you visited a Blue Earth County
Park in the past three years?
o Yes  o No
5. How would you rate the quality of
Blue Earth County Parks and
Campgrounds?
o Excellent  o Good  o Fair  o Poor
6. Please provide additional comments
regarding Blue Earth County Parks,
Recreational Trails/Areas and/or
Facilities.
8. If you’re a Veteran and have utilized
the Blue Earth County Veterans’
Office, were your questions answered
when seeking benefit information?
o Yes  o No  o N/A
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Don’t Miss Out on Savings…
Blue Earth County recently launched a new discount prescription card program for
residents. The new Coast 2 Coast Rx Free Discount Prescription Card is inserted into
this edition of the Communicator and includes information on the savings provided.
It is important to note that the card does not act as insurance and works similarly
to the NACo Prescription Discount Card, which the County formerly utilized. Blue
Earth County followed the direction of the Association of Minnesota Counties in
switching to the Coast 2 Coast Rx Card, which is provided at no cost to taxpayers.
The card will offer residents greater savings on prescriptions and discount
benefits for services such as dental, vision, hearing and veterinary services under
the program.
For more information on the Coast 2 Coast Rx Free Discount Prescription Card call (800) 9318872 or visit www.coast2coastrx.com.

New Blue Earth County Property Characteristics
Website Launched
By Michael Stalberger, County Assessor

Property owners should watch their mail
in late November for their annual Truthin-Taxation Notices. The Taxpayer Services
Department mails the notices to inform
property owners of upcoming public
meetings to discuss proposed property taxes
and proposed budgets for 2013 taxes. The
county’s meeting will be held at 6 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 11 at the Historic
Courthouse located at 204 South 5th Street
in Mankato. Meetings for other taxing
authorities will be listed on the notice.

In addition to the county’s new website, the
Taxpayer Services Department also re-designed its
County Assessor website to provide users better
access to property data and information about the
assessment process. The website can be accessed
through the county website: Taxpayer Services
Department > Property, Taxes & Maps > Assessment
Information. It is also accessible at http://blueearth.
minnesotaassessors.com/.
Many new features are available, including new
links providing quick access to common tasks such
as searching for properties and sales. There are also
links for information about the assessment, appealing
values, property taxes and property tax programs
you may be eligible for that may reduce your
property taxes.
The search functions have also been enhanced.
You can search for properties by address or parcel
identification number. You can also search for sales of
property and for similar types of property. This allows
you to check your assessment information and to
learn more about sales of properties near you.
The website also gives users access to the county’s
online maps. The maps include parcel lines, aerial
photographs, and other property information such as
parcel numbers, ownership, and addresses.

Don’t Forget to Vote
Tuesday, November 6
Where do I go to Vote?
Find your polling location by visiting
www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us or by
contacting Blue Earth County Elections at
(507) 304-4341. If you haven’t registered
you can still vote. Visit the Blue Earth County
website at www.blueearthcountymn.gov/
elections or contact elections at 304-4341 to
find out how.

How Can I
Find Election
Results?
For election
results visit
the Blue Earth
County home page
under quick links at
blueearthcountymn.gov.

Truth-in-Taxation
Notices

To access the maps, click on “Property Search” in
the left-hand links listing. Enter any information you
can (property address, parcel number, or subdivision
name). Select your property. Click on the “GIS Maps”
link or scroll to the bottom of that web page. You can
click on other properties in the map to find ownership
and other information, and you can also navigate
around the map to different areas by using the
map tools.
Take some time to visit the new County Assessor
website. The Taxpayer Services Department hopes you
find the changes helpful and make it easier for you to
review your property’s assessment or to learn more
about property sales and the assessment process in
general. If you have any questions about the website,
please contact us at 304-4251 weekdays from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. or use the website’s “Contact Us” link.  

Absentee Ballots Available
Absentee ballots are now available to Blue
Earth County residents for the November 6,
2012 General Election. Applications and ballots
for absentee voting can be obtained at the
Blue Earth County Election/License Center
located in the lower level of the Blue Earth
County Government Center at 410 S. 5th Street,
Mankato or by calling 304-4341.

The notice also lists property information.
Values and classifications cannot be
appealed. The homestead status of the
property is also provided. If an owner’s
property is classified as non-homestead
and the owner submits an application by
December 15 stating the property was
used as a homestead on December 1, the
property may be reclassified. The homestead
classification may reduce the estimate of
proposed taxes.
Taxpayers should review the Truth-inTaxation notice as budget decisions play an
important role in determining the amount of
tax each property will pay in 2013. Contact
Taxpayer Services at 304-4251 with any
questions or concerns weekdays from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Emails may be sent to taxhelp@
blueearthcountymn.gov.
Property information may also be obtained
by visiting the county’s website at www.
blueearthcountymn.gov and navigating to
the Property, Taxes & Maps section under the
Taxpayer Services Department.  

Absentee ballot applications can
also be obtained by visiting www.
blueearthcountymn.gov/absenteevoting.
Residents can print and fax applications to
304-4396. All those who fax in an application
will receive an absentee ballot by mail.
The Elections/License Center is open regular
business hours Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and will be open extended hours on
Sat. Nov. 3, 2012 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Please contact the Blue Earth County Election/License
Center at 304-4341 for questions.
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Minnesota
Veterans Homes

PUBLIC WORKS
County Road 12 Extension/Highway 14 Interchange
Project Nears Completion

The State of Minnesota operates five
veterans homes. They are located at
Minneapolis, Luverne, Silver Bay, Fergus
Falls, and Hastings.
Skilled nursing care services are available at
all the homes, with the exception of Hastings,
which is a domiciliary (board and care)
facility. Dementia care is also available at
some locations.

Cost of care at facilities is based on income
and net worth. Maintenance charges will also
allow for spousal allocation if appropriate.
For further information on admission to a Minnesota
Veterans Home, Contact the Blue Earth County
Veterans Service Office at 304-4246.

Get an Inside Perspective
on County Government
Apply for the 2013
Blue Earth County Citizens Academy!
The Blue Earth County Citizens Academy offers a
unique opportunity for citizens to get an inside
perspective on how county government works
and become engaged through a series of six free
interactive classes:

The fourth and last stage of the County Road 12/
Highway 14 Interchange Project is nearly complete
with final work being finished on the new bridge
over Highway 14, interchange ramps and section of
road which will connect to County Road 17 between
Eagle Lake and Mankato.
In total, the County Road 12/Highway 14
Interchange Project constructed two miles of
roadway to extend County Road 12 south from
the Mankato Airport to County Road 17, provided
a safe bridge crossing of the DM&E Railroad for
motorists and those utilizing the Sakatah Singing
Hills Trail and added a new interchange on Highway
14. The interchange  improves safety and mobility
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In addition to many of the safety-related features,
the project also encourages planned economic
development for the area, which includes improved
access to the Mankato Municipal Airport and
improved connectivity to the Northeast Industrial
Service Area.
The project is the result of close coordination
and regional planning by Blue Earth County, the
Minnesota Department of Transportation and the
City of Mankato.

For more information on road projects please contact the Blue Earth County Highway Department at 304-4025.

WINTER ACTIVITIES AT BLUE EARTH COUNTY PARKS
AC T I V I T I E S

Tuesday evenings in March and April
6 - 9 p.m. at various county facilities
Application materials for the 2013 class will be
posted soon. To learn more information about
the program or to put your name on a list to
receive application materials, please contact
program coordinator Jessica Beyer at 3044491 or visit www.blueearthcountymn.gov/
citizensacademy.

by reducing traffic volumes on Highway 22 and
eliminates dangerous turning movements at the
Highway 14/County Road 86 intersection.
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Eligibility requirements for admission are:
• Honorably discharge veteran
• 181 consecutive days of active duty
• Minnesota resident or entered service
from Minnesota
• Spouses of eligible veterans over age 55
and reside in state of MN.
• All applicants must demonstrate
medical need.

SNOWSHOEING
ICE FISHING
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

PUBLIC SAFETY
Open House Scheduled for All-Hazard
Mitigation Plan
A county-wide open house regarding the current
include flooding, tornadoes, severe weather, and fire.
hazard mitigation plan is scheduled for November
According to Al Kluever, the Blue Earth County
14 from 3:30 to 7 p.m. at the National Guard Armory Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator,
in Mankato (100 Martin Luther King Drive). Mark
“Hazard mitigation is the unspoken portion of
Seeley will be the featured guest speaker and will
emergency management, but still just as valuable
be presenting on climate change. His presentation
as any emergency response activity. The focus and
will begin at 5:30 p.m.
media coverage most often
Information relating
is given to the response to a
to the current hazard
disaster. Yet hazard mitigation
mitigation plan revision
is a more cost effective
will be included during
means of preventing the
the open house. Citizens
calamity that comes with any
are encouraged to attend
disaster. We need to become
to learn and provide input
more innovative as we seek
November 14 – 3:30 to 7 p.m.
on the plan in areas such
mitigation efforts.”
Featured Speaker Mark Seeley
as flooding, tornados and
severe weather.
Blue Earth County and
at 5:30 p.m.
Region Nine staff have
Blue Earth County is
worked over the past year
National Guard Armory
currently working with the
gathering information
100 Martin Luther King Drive
Region Nine Development
from the county, as well
Mankato
Commission to complete the
as individual cities and
five year update to their Alltownships. Last month a
Hazard Mitigation Plan. This
countywide stakeholder
plan, which was originally
meeting was held to evaluate
completed in 2008, is required by FEMA in order to
the existing mitigation strategies that are in the plan
receive any federal disaster mitigation funds.  
and to suggest new strategies for the next five years.

HAZARD MITIGATION
OPEN HOUSE

The hazard mitigation planning process involves
conducting a comprehensive analysis of all the
potential hazards that could affect the county,
determining the likely severity and impact these
hazards would have, and taking stock of the many
different strategies that can be employed to mitigate
their effects. Key hazards examined in the plan

Next steps for the planning staff include updating
the plan’s mitigation strategies, finalizing the
individual hazard risk assessments, and soliciting
feedback on the draft document. The draft of
the plan will be posted on the County’s website
at blueearthcountymn.gov/hazardmitigation.
Feedback from the public is appreciated.  

For more information contact Al Kluever, Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator at 389-7412.

ATV/Mini-Trucks Now Permitted on County Roads
The Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners
recently adopted an ATV ordinance allowing
the use of all-terrain vehicles and mini-trucks
on county state aid highways and country roads
within Blue Earth County by permit which is
required as part of State statute. ATV/Mini-truck
permit applications are available by visiting the
Blue Earth County Sheriff’s Office located at 401
Carver Road in Mankato. An ATV/Mini-truck
permit is $15 for three years and requires a
permit sticker be affixed to a registration plate.
For more information contact the Blue Earth
County Sheriff’s Office at 304-4800 or visit
www.blueearthcountymn.gov.

U of M Extension
Services in
Blue Earth County
The Extension Office is located on the third
floor of the Historic Courthouse at 204 S.
5th Street in Mankato and provides answers
and education on topics ranging from food
safety to youth leadership to ag production.   
Educational programs are offered for all ages
and Blue Earth County residents are invited
to participate in topics which interest them.
4-H
4-H is a learning by doing youth
development program with 10 clubs located
throughout Blue Earth County for youth
ranging from kindergarten through one
year past high school. Participants can
get involved on a wide variety of different
projects including: aerospace, robotics,
photography, geospatial, swine, rabbits and
much more! For more information contact
Amanda Somers, 4-H Program Coordinator
at 304-4142 or at eppe0018@umn.edu.
Simply Good Eating
Formerly known as the Nutrition Education
Program, Simply Good Eating helps to
promote healthy lifestyles for people with
limited incomes throughout the County.  
Participants receive education that can
help them with everyday life issues around
nutrition, whether it be saving money
at the grocery store or learning how
to eat healthier. The program includes
many different activities including some
hands-on cooking! To learn more contact
Rachel Jones, Community Nutrition
Educator at 304-4141 or at rachel.jones@
blueearthcountymn.gov.
University of Minnesota Master Gardeners
The Master Gardener program celebrated 35
years of service this summer and provides
49 class hours of horticulture training
on several course topics such as soils,
gardening resources, trees, plants, and lawn
care. Upon completion, participants are
asked to volunteer 50 hours of horticulture
education and service as interns to reach
the title of Master Gardener. Trained Master
Gardeners serve 25 volunteer hours and also
maintain 5 hours of continuing education
each year. Minnesota River Valley Master
Gardeners is the local chapter which
maintains Glenwood Gardens teaching
garden and also provides community
outreach on gardening topics. For more
information or to obtain an application
packet, contact Diane DeWitte at 304-4143
or at stouf002@umn.edu.
For additional information on all programs and
services offered through U of M Extension visit
the Blue Earth County website at http://www.
blueearthcountymn.gov/extension or call 304-4235.
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Child & Teen Checkups

Child and Teen
Checkups (C&TC)
is the name for
Minnesota’s Early
and Periodic
Screening,
Diagnosis and
Treatment (EPSDT)
Program. C&TC is
a comprehensive
child health
program provided
to children and teens from newborn
through age 20 who are enrolled in Medical
Assistance (MA) or MinnesotaCare.
Child & Teen Checkups include:
• A physical exam, health history &
physical growth measurements
• Hearing, vision, development &
behavior checks
• Guidance & health education for good
physical and mental health
• Immunizations & laboratory tests
when needed
• Blood lead test at 12 & 24 months
• A referral to the dentist
• A referral to a specialist when needed
These checkups are important to your child’s
health. They can help find and treat health
problems before any lasting harm is done.
These checkups will help your child grow to
his or her full health potential.
Your child should receive these important
checkups at the following ages:
• Birth – 1 month, 2, 4, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18
and 24 months
• 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 and
20 years
Where can I go for C&TC?
Call your child’s clinic to schedule a C&TC
visit. If you need help setting up the visit or
have questions, call Jen Horstmann, C&TC
Coordinator, Blue Earth County Community
Health at 304-4222.

HUMAN SERVICES
Blue Earth County Human Services Adult Protection
By Anne Broskoff, Social Services Supervisor
In 2011, Blue Earth County Human
Services received 419 reports
concerning suspected maltreatment
of vulnerable adults. Human Services
is the lead agency that receives
all reports of known or suspected
maltreatment taking place in a
person’s home, nursing home,
assisted living facility and in the
community.  
Blue Earth County Human
Services Adult Protection
staff screen and investigate
approximately 100 reports every
year for which the suspected
abuser is not affiliated with a
licensed home care agency or
facility licensed by the Minnesota Department
of Human Services or Department of Health. Those
agencies are responsible to screen and investigate
allegations of abuse or neglect for which the facility
staff are the alleged offenders.
A vulnerable adult is defined by statute, but generally
they are people who depend on others for care
or assistance in daily living or have a high risk of
harm due to their disability or frailty. Sometimes
the investigative agency will need to get more
information about the person to determine if they
meet the definition of a vulnerable adult.
The abusers include spouses, children, home care
staff, facility staff, related and un-related individuals
and the person. Vulnerable adults may no longer be
able to care for themselves, and so are in danger of
“self-neglect”.
The allegations of maltreatment tend to fall into three
different categories of abuse, neglect and financial
exploitation.
What are the warning signs of abuse?
•The person may say that she is being harmed or
he is afraid of someone
•Bruises and skin tears
•Black eyes
•Broken bones
•Burns or cuts
•Internal injuries
•Infections
•Changes in mental functioning or behavior (such
as increased agitation, combativeness, depression
or confusion)
•Injuries that are unexplained or are not consistent
with the explanation given.

What are the warning signs
of neglect?
•Dehydration, weight loss and malnutrition
•Pressure sores, poor hygiene
•Depression, confusion or other changes in
mental functioning
•Absence of needed medical equipment
or prostheses
•Repeated falls
•Incontinence, isolation.
What are the warning signs of financial
exploitation?
•The person may say something like, “I don’t know
anything about it, my son/daughter/friend handles
all my business”
•Bills go unpaid
•The person does not have access to their
own money
•The person is asked to sign documents but does not
know what they are
•Changes are made in the will
•Assets are transferred or sold
•The person is taken to the bank to make
account withdrawals
•Personal property, like cash, checks, credit cards,
jewelry, furniture, etc., is missing.

To report abuse or neglect taking place in
Blue Earth County you can call 304-4319.
To find the Common Entry Point for another
county, please call the Senior Linkage Line at
1-800-333-2433. In cases of immediate danger
or harm, please call 911.

For more information call 304-4319 or visit blueearthcountymn.gov/adult protection.
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What does a safe sleep environment look like?
Reduce the Risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS)
and Other Sleep-Related Causes of Infant Death
Make sure
nothing covers
the baby’s head.

surface, such as
a mattress in a
safety-approved*
crib, covered by

Always place your
baby on his or her
back to sleep, for
naps and at night.

Do not use
pillows, blankets,
sheepskins, or
crib bumpers
anywhere in your
baby’s sleep area.

Dress your baby
in light sleep
clothing, such as a
one-piece sleeper,
and do not use a
blanket.

Keep soft objects,
toys, and loose
bedding out
of your baby’s
sleep area.

Baby should not
sleep in an adult
bed, on a couch,
or on a chair
alone, with you, or
with anyone else.

Do not smoke
or let anyone
smoke around
your baby.
*For more information on crib safety guidelines, contact the Consumer Product
Safety Commission at 1-800-638-2772 or http://www.cpsc.gov.

Remember Tummy Time!

Place babies on their stomachs when they are awake and when someone is watching. Tummy Time helps
your baby’s head, neck, and shoulder muscles get stronger and helps to prevent flat spots on the head.

BEC Advisory Committee and Task Force
Blue Earth County Human Services is seeking applicants for the Human Services Advisory
Committee and Task Force which is appointed by the Blue Earth County Commissioners. This
committee is authorized by law to fulfill specific responsibilities in relation to a County’s operation of
its Human Services programs. The purpose of the committee is to provide input to the County Board
relating to service developments, priorities, budgeting and evaluation within the Human Services
Department. This includes the program areas of mental health, community health, social services and
financial assistance.

Blue Earth County
Recognized for
Wellness Initiatives
Blue Earth County and eight other
organizations, as part of the Statewide Health
Improvement Program (SHIP) through grant
dollars, were recognized by Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Minnesota in September for its
workplace wellness initiatives that improve the
health of its employees. Workplace wellness
policies can help create healthier communities
and also benefit employers by reducing
absenteeism and decreasing costs.

All eight organizations recognized included
Blue Earth County, the City of Mankato,
the Dotson Company, Mankato Clinic, Mankato
Public Schools – ISD 77, MRCI WorkSource,
Peoples State Bank Madison Lake (not pictured)
and Schwickert Company (not pictured).

Outstanding Program
Achievement Award
Staff from Blue Earth County Human Services
Child Support Office, Blue Earth County Court
Administration and the MN Self-Help Center
Staff Attorneys recently were awarded an
Outstanding Program Achievement Award
from the Minnesota Family Support and
Recovery Council for their collaborative efforts
in utilizing technology to provide child support
workshops via satellite to participants and also
offer the workshops online at www.mncourts.
gov/childsupportvideos.
Award Recipients included Lisa Alitz, Pam Fry,
Carolyn Edwards, Trish Garvin, Deb Hanson,
Melissa Giernoth and Melissa Kantola.

For more information or to apply to serve on an advisory committee or task force contact Noelle Bruender at 304-4064 or
by email at noelle.bruender@blueearthcountymn.gov
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Mankato Library
Upcoming Events
Halloween Party with the Reptile and
Amphibian Discovery Zoo
Saturday, October 27
10:30 a.m.
After the reptile program,
kids can trick-or-treat
around the library in
their costumes.

Special Storytime with
Author Stephen Shaskan
Saturday, November 3
10:30 a.m.
Shaskan will read his
book,“A Dog is a Dog,”
sing and dance...while
wearing a dog costume!
Fun for all ages.

Holiday concert
with the Minnesota
Valley Chorale
Saturday, December 8
11 a.m.

Blue Earth County Library System
Location Hours
MANKATO PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon. & Tues. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Wed. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

LAKE CRYSTAL PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon. 1 - 5:30 p.m.
Tues. noon - 5:30 p.m.
Wed. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thurs. 1 - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Sat. 9:30 a.m. - noon

MAPLETON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Tues. 1 - 5 p.m.
Wed. 10 a.m. - noon; 1 - 5 p.m. ; 6 - 8 p.m.
Thurs. 1 - 5 p.m.
Fri. 1 - 5 p.m. ; 6 - 8 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - noon

8 Communicator

LIBRARY SERVICES
What’s New at the Libraries
By Tim Hayes, Library Director

New Website Design
When you visit the Blue Earth
County Library System website at
www.beclibrary.org, you’ll notice a big
difference. The new design and added
content should make finding information
about the libraries and services provided
much easier.

Mankato Library
Building Renovations
The Blue Earth County Board
of Commissioners are currently reviewing
building renovations for the Mankato Library.
Some of the plans include remodeling the public
restrooms, library entrance improvements and
increasing natural light coming into the building.
The County Board is enthusiastic about
providing quality library services to all county
residents now and in the future.
Fish Aquarium Update
Thanks to generous community donations, the
aquarium located in the Lovelace Wing of the
Mankato library is thriving with many new fish
added. Stop by to enjoy the popular aquarium
and consider sponsoring a fish for $10.
Donations help purchase new fish and cover
operational costs of the tank.

Your Input is Needed!

The Blue Earth County Library System
is seeking input to find out how we
are doing and how we might improve
library services for all citizens in the
County in the future.

A survey is available at the Blue Earth County
Library System website at www.beclibrary.org
by clicking on the survey link found on the
homepage. A phone survey option is also
available, by calling 389-5602. Printed copies of
the survey may be obtained by visiting any of the
three library locations in Lake Crystal, Mapleton
or Mankato. The survey will be available until
November 2.

For more information, please contact Tim Hayes, Library Director at 304-4007.

Library Awarded Best Buy Grant
The Blue Earth County Library System was
awarded an $8,000 community grant from the
Best Buy Children’s Foundation in support of Tech
for Teens. The grant is awarded from the @15
Community Grants program, in partnership with
local Best Buy stores to support programs that help

youth excel in school, engage in their communities
and develop life and leadership skills.
“We are extremely excited to receive grant funding
from the Best Buy Children’s Foundation to
support technology for young adults in the Blue
Earth County Library System,” stated Tim Hayes,
Blue Earth County Library Director. “This funding
comes at a crucial time, when library budgets are
limited and the need for programs and services
continues to grow.”
Funds from the grant will go towards teen
programs/initiatives at the library which will be
discussed by library staff and the Library Board, a
citizen-lead committee.
For more information on this foundation’s efforts or on Best
Buy programs visit www.bestbuy-communityrelations.com.

Blue Earth County Library System January - June 2012 Donations
MONETARY
Blue Earth County Library System
• Lees Memorial
• Suyematsu Estate
Blue Earth County Library - Mankato
• Amy Brown
• Circulation Patrons
• Friends of Deep Valley Libraries
• Key City Conservation Club
• Taylor Corporation
• Thomas & Sandra Kwolek
• Traverse des Sioux Library System
• Water Fountain
Lake Crystal Public Library
• Beverly Ullrich Memorial
• Circulation Patrons
• Crystal Study Club
• Traverse des Sioux Library System
Mapleton Public Library
• City of Mapleton - Dietrich Trust
• Community Chest of Mapleton
• Heather Curling Club
• Mapleton Area Chamber of Commerce
• Mapleton Sertoma Club
• Traverse des Sioux Library System

IN-KIND
Blue Earth County Library - Mankato
• 10,000 Things Theater
• Abdo Publishing
• Bethany Students
• Bob Kann
• Carole Williams
• David & Doris Boyce

• Doris Vetter Memorial
• Greater Mankato Diversity Council
• Jerry Crawford
• Judy Hogan Memorial by Portfolio Club
• Key City Kennel Club
• KEYC TV Read More About It
• Michael Graham
• MSU Common Read
• New Country Minnesota 93 TJ & Lisa
• Pediatric Therapy Services
• Range Conservation Foundation
• Steven Merrill Ulmen
Lake Crystal Public Library
• Crystal Study Club
• Chamber of Commerce
Mapleton Public Library
• Jessica Braaten
• Lee Solie
• Marla Trio
• Moondogs

VOLUNTEER
Blue Earth County Library - Mankato
• AJ Sunderland
• Ali Newville
• Beenish Paul
• Belle Hagemeyer
• Betty Hoban
• Brenda Pfarr
• Bryan Retsland
• Carol Jones
• Commissioner Will Purvis
• District 77 Community Based Workers
• Janinya Berglin
• Jessica Wera
• Julie Zoet

Thank You 2012 Summer Reading Program
Sponsors, Volunteers and Participants!
At all three libraries, total participation was: 3,262
2012 Key Sponsor:

• Karen Foreman
• Karin Bock
• Lukas Forseth
• Marge Fitterer
• National Honor Society
• Pam Leinberger
• Samantha Newville
• Star Malz
• Stephanie Miller
• Sue Morrow
• Victoria Tucker

Contributing Sponsors

Friends of the Deep Valley Libraries
Traverse des Sioux Library System
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund of Minnesota
Noodles & Company
Papa Murphy’s Pizza
Reading incentives paired with the ability
Mankato MoonDogs
to provide educational and fun programs
Experimental Aircraft Association
for all ages is contingent upon the generous
TY Inc.
support of our community sponsors.
Pizza Ranch

Thank you to all the generous sponsors
of the libraries in Mankato, Lake Crystal
and Mapleton communities.
If you are interested in making a donation to support the
libraries, please contact Sandi Braun at 304-4002.

Mankato Library Now
Accepting Credit Cards
The Mankato Library now accepts credit
cards for payment of fines and meeting
rooms. Payments can be made in person
or by calling 304-4001.
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Blue Earth County
HHW Facility
Closes for Season

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Safe Disposal of Unwanted Medications & Sharps
By Jean Lundquist, Recycling Coordinator
Safely disposing of unwanted medications and
used syringes and lancets in Blue Earth County
is becoming easier with two separate programs
expanding in the area.
A program for disposing of used syringes, lancets and
needles, called sharps, has expanded to include the
Hy-Vee Pharmacy on Adams Street in Mankato. Now
both Hy-Vee Pharmacies in Mankato accept sharps
during pharmacy hours. The cost is $5 per container.
Containers should be heavy plastic containers,
such as a laundry detergent bottle, with a tight
fitting top. No metal or glass containers can be
accepted. Containers should contain sharps only, no
medications or other medical wastes.

The Blue Earth County Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility closes
for the season at the end of October. The
last day of operation will be Tuesday,
October 30.

County
Sheriff’s
Office, where
an anonymous drop
box is located. There is no
charge to drop off medicines.
The box is intended for residential
use only, not for clinics or pharmacies.
When the new Public Safety Center opens in
downtown Mankato, there will also be a drop box for
medications located in its lobby, so residents will have
another convenient location to choose from.
Since the medication collection began, over 1,300
pounds have been collected.  

Unwanted prescription and over the
counter medications can be taken to
the lobby of the Blue Earth

The HHW Facility closes at the end of
October every year, and opens again in the
spring on the first Tuesday of April. In 2013,
that will be on April 2.
Since 1993, the HHW Facility has opened
seasonally to accept paints, stains,
household, yard and garden and garage
chemicals from residences in Blue Earth,
Nicollet, Sibley and LeSueur Counties.  
This year by mid-September, nearly 3,000
households had been served, with nearly
60 percent of them coming from Blue Earth
County.

For more information, call The Waste & Recycling Hotline at 304-4242, or visit www.blueearthcountymn.gov

When the doors of the HHW Facility opened
for the first time, it was expected that its
usage would decline after a couple of years.
Instead, the numbers of households sending
materials to the HHW Facility has been
increasing nearly every year, with dramatic
spikes in some recent years.
Toxicity of materials is not necessarily
decreasing, either. Every once in a while,
a container of the deadly pesticide DDT is
found, and brought in for proper disposal.  
DDT was banned by the federal government
in 1972, after it was blamed for nearly
wiping out the United States population of
the bald eagle.
The Household Hazardous Waste Facility
and the Product Reuse Center are open
Tuesday afternoons from Noon until 6 p.m.
through the rest of October.
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Thank you to all the generous sponsors and volunteers
who helped make the Blue Earth County
Community Farm inaugural season a success in
benefiting local hunger assistance programs!
Harvest Total: 7,474 pounds of produce
Value: $12,154.75
Volunteers: 70 • Hours of Service: 880
For additional information regarding the Blue Earth County Community
Farm contact Joe Domeier at 304-4744, ext. 104 or visit
http://www.feedingourcommunitiespartners.org/community-farm-project.html

Drew Campbell, Vice Chair
District 1 Commissioner
P.O. Box 1283
Mankato, MN 56002-1283
387-2408 (H) / 304-4282 (O)

drew.campbell@blueearthcountymn.gov

Vance Stuehrenberg

District 2 Commissioner
2316 East Main St.
Mankato, MN 56001
388-8129 (H) / 317-3942 (C)
vances@blueearthcountymn.gov

SERVING YOU Writ
e Now!
Brad Peterson, Sheriff

Blue Earth County Justice Center
401 Carver Rd.
Mankato, MN 56001
304-4800
brad.peterson@blueearthcountymn.gov

Ross Arneson,
County Attorney

Blue Earth County Justice Center
401 Carver Rd.
Mankato, MN 56001
304-4600

Write & Tell Us What You Think.

The Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners
and other officials are committed to providing
quality service to our residents. Responding to
your concerns and needs is a priority.
Please fill out the information below and leave
it with a receptionist at any County office, or
mail it at your convenience to:

Blue Earth County Public Information

P.O. Box 8608
Mankato, MN 56002-8608
or email info@blueearthcountymn.gov

With which County department did you
have contact?

Mark Piepho, Chair

District 3 Commissioner
8 Skyline Drive
Mankato, MN 56001
345-4380 (H) / 327-4161 (C)
mark.piepho@blueearthcountymn.gov

Bob Meyer,
County Administrator

Blue Earth County Historic Courthouse
204 S. Fifth St.
Mankato, MN 56001
304-4235
bob.meyer@blueearthcountymn.gov

District 4 Commissioner
52298 140th Lane
Vernon Center, MN 56090
549-3420 (H) / 317-5465 (C)

Kip Bruender

District 5 Commissioner
204 Joan Lane
Eagle Lake, MN 56024
257-2116 (H) / 382-2440 (C)
kip.bruender@blueearthcountymn.gov

Blue Earth County

COMMISSIONER DISTRICTS

Excellent Good Poor

Courtesy of employees
Knowledge of employees
Timeliness of service

Will Purvis

will.purvis@blueearthcountymn.gov

Please Evaluate:

Value of service provided
I would like County officials to know:

Board Information
The Blue Earth County Board
generally meets every other Tuesday
in the Boardroom at the Blue Earth
County Historic Courthouse, 204
South Fifth Street, Mankato. For more
information and specific meeting dates
and times visit:

I have a suggestion:

www.blueearthcountymn.gov/board

If you want us to respond to your comments:

Citizens who wish to address the Board
of Commissioners at a meeting must
contact Administration at 304-4284 before
noon Thursday preceding the Board
meeting. This is needed to manage the
Board’s schedule. The Board will not take
action at the time of the presentation,
but will direct County staff to respond
appropriately to issues raised by citizens.

Name:
Address:

Daytime Phone:

Thank you for your feedback.
We appreciate your comments so
we can serve you better!
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SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Blue Earth County
Justice Center
401 Carver Rd., Mankato

Probation
1st Floor 304-4750
Restitution/Restorative Justice
Adult & Juvenile Probation, Parole, Supervised
    Release and Diversion
Pre-trial Services/Bail Evaluation
Community Work Service Programs
County Sheriff /Emergency Services
1st Floor 304-4800
Burning Permits
Civil Process Office
Request a Crime Report
Report a Crime
5th Judicial District Court
2nd Floor 304-4650
Traffic Tickets
Small Claims Court
Civil and Criminal Court

Blue Earth County
Historic Courthouse

County
Government Center

204 S. Fifth St., Mankato

410 S. Fifth St., Mankato

Facilities and Management
Lower Level 304-4249
Finance
Lower Level 304-4182
Taxpayer Services – Property Information/Passports
1st Floor 304-4251
Property Assessment & Tax Collection
Abstracts/Certificates for Registered Land
Mapping
Ditch Management
Passports
Administration
2nd Floor 304-4150
Human Resources 304-4288
Public Information 304-4491

Public Works
Department
35 Map Dr., Mankato

Blue Earth County
Library
100 E. Main St., Mankato

Roads & Bridges 304-4025
Road/Bridge Construction & Inspection
Permits: Driveway, Overweight/Size Loads, Utility
Culvert Sales
Swing-away Mailbox Mounts
Calcium Chloride for Dust Control
Park & Trail System 304-4025
Camping & Shelter Reservations
Firewood Sales & Boat Rental
Agricultural Inspection 304-4025
Weed Control & Seed Testing

Veterans Services
Lower Level 304-4246
Federal & State Benefits
Transportation to VA Hospital
Information Technology
Lower Level 304-4204

U of M Extension
3rd Floor 304-4325
Agriculture 304-4143
4-H/Youth Development 304-4142
Horticulture 304-4146
Misc. Program Areas 304-4326
Nutrition Education Program 304-4141

County Attorney
2nd Floor 304-4600

Taxpayer Services – License Center/Elections
Lower Level 304-4340
Driver’s Licenses
Motor Vehicle/Boat Registration
Fishing/Hunting Licenses
Birth/Death Certificates
Marriage Licenses
Voter Registration/Absentee Ballots
Filing of Notaries

Human Services
1st/2nd/3rd Floors
Main Line 304-4222
Financial Assistance 304-4335
Social Services 304-4319
Community Health 304-4319
Mental Health Center 304-4319
Child Protection/Intake 304-4444
Child Support 304-4166
Environmental Services
3rd Floor 304-4381
Planning & Zoning
Building & Feedlot Permits
Shorelands/Flood Plains
Water Wells/Septic Systems/Wetlands
Recycling Center/Compost Site/Landfill
Household Hazardous Waste Center
911/Rural Addressing

General Services 304-4001
Children’s & Young Adult Services 304-4020
Adult & Reference Services 304-4022
Fines & Renewals 304-4010
Meeting Room Reservations 304-4002
Bookmobile 345-5120
Administration 304-4002
Mapleton Public Library 524-3513
Lake Crystal Public Library 726-2726

Serving Citizens Through County Government
Other County Facilities/Numbers
Household Hazardous Waste Facility
651 Summit Ave., Mankato, 304-4242

Recycling Center
741 Waseca Ave., LeHillier, 345-4255

Ponderosa Landfill
20028 Gooseberry Lane, Mankato, 625-7301

24-Hour Waste and Recycling Hotline, 304-4242
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County TTY/TDD (Hearing Impaired), 304-4399

visit us online:
www.blueearthcountymn.gov

