Common Causes of Early Tree Death
This year has been tough on many trees. You can avoid fall frustration
by following these important tips. Many trees are planted too deeply
causing them to look like telephone poles. When digging the hole, keep
the root flare (where the trunk and roots meet) about an inch above
the soil surface. Another threat is girdling roots. Girdling roots happen
when a sapling has been stuck in a pot for way too long. The saplings
roots hit the side of the container and circle around. If the tree is then
planted, these girdling roots slowly strangle the tree. It may look like
the plant needs water or certain nutrients, but unless the gridling root
is removed, nothing will help. Two other mistakes tend to happen after
planting; keep mulch away from the trunk, as this can spread disease
to the tree when it gets wet. An easy way to remember this tip is to
form a “donut” rather than a “volcano” with your mulch. Second, watch
your lawnmowers and weed whackers. Hitting your tree can allow rot to
enter the wounds. During windstorms, the trees that suffer “lawnmower
blight” often fall first. For more tree information and tips, please call the
Extension office (507-304-4325).
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Lawnmower Blight

Household Hazardous
Waste
(HHW) Facility Important Seasonal Information
- Last day for regular HHW season is Thursday, October 29th.
- HHW drop-off will be available on Tuesdays by appointment
only during the months of December through the end of
February. Winter appointments begin Tuesday, December 1st.
- Product Reuse will not be available during the winter operations.
- The Facility will stop winter operations in March and reopen on
Tuesday, April 6th, 2021.
- Appointments are available for Blue Earth, Nicollet, and
Le Sueur County Residents, with proof of residency.
- Call Property and Environmental Resources at 507-304-4251 to
make an appointment (after November 18th).

Sheriff’s Office Acquires
Portable Radar Displays
Every year the Sheriff’s Office receives complaints of excessive
speeds in specific areas. We do our best to dedicate additional patrol
to these areas knowing our presence depends on staffing levels
and other priority calls for service. Unfortunately, the heightened
awareness often stops when the marked squad car leaves the area.
To bridge this gap, the Sheriff’s Office is in the process of obtaining
two portable RADAR display signs. Not only are the displays fully
customizable and capable of showing the target vehicle’s speed
with integrated warning lights, they also log traffic data that can
be analyzed after the equipment is removed from the location. These lightweight, highly visible, amber LED displays will
enhance driver awareness. It is an ideal tool for community relations.
The portable signs, weighing less than 20 pounds each, mount to any existing pole and are battery operated including a
solar panel to further extend time in the field. The acquisition of the portable RADAR signs was made possible with a $5,000
donation from Alliance Pipeline. We expect the new equipment to be available for deployment late this fall.
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Blue Earth County was awarded $8.2 million in Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act funding in July 2020 to directly apply to a broad
range of important community needs by providing economic assistance to workers,
families and small businesses in Blue Earth County impacted by COVID-19. A multidisciplinary team was assembled to consider allocation of the CARES Act funds
throughout Blue Earth County. The team is comprised of staff from Administration,
Economic Development, Emergency Management, Finance, Human Services, and
Property and Environmental Resources. The funds were appropriated into various
categories: Small Business Assistance Grants, Individual Assistance Aid, Pandemic
Response Needs, and Unidentified Need Reserve.
Small Business Assistance Grants
In August 2020, the County Board approved a program allocating $2.1 million (25%)
which will provide assistance up to $10,000 for businesses and non-profits within
Blue Earth County. Since the program was made available, the County has awarded
grants to over 125 businesses and non-profits in Blue Earth County.
Individual Assistance Aid
Also in August 2020, the County Board approved allocating $800,000 (10%) for individual assistance funding with the goal to provide one-time, short-term funding that directly
supports residents of Blue Earth County who are struggling with housing, food, transportation or mental health needs as a result of the health and economic impacts of COVID-19.
Multiple strategies have been identified to fund individual assistance:
• Housing Assistance Grants			
• Housing Provider Grants				
• Community Food Provider Grants
• Transportation Access Grants		
• Mental/Emotional Health Support Grants
Pandemic Response Needs
The County allocated $4.1 million (50%) for pandemic response needs between March 1, 2020 and December 1, 2020. The primary areas of county expenditures that are eligible
for CARES funding related to COVID-19 are for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), Technology (to deliver services to citizens and to improve telework capabilities for public
employees), Facilities, Elections and support for Public Health, Public Safety and Emergency Management payroll costs.
Unidentified Need Reserve
The County allocated $1.2 million (15%) as a reserve for unidentified needs that may arise due to responding to the public health emergency. These funds will be directed to other
community needs impacted by the virus, as identified by the County, or to meet excess need in the support categories outlined above.

Public Health Cares
Blue Earth County’s Public Health is committed to promoting, protecting and preserving the health of County residents in a variety of ways. Below are examples of some of the
services Public Health provides during a pandemic:
Essential Services. Occasionally, a person is placed in quarantine or self-isolation and cannot obtain essential service needs such as food, water, medical care, mental health care,
housing, or other similar needs and they may not have friends or family to assist. Public Health obtains these items for them. Blue Earth County has helped over 65 Blue Earth
County residents to obtain essential services since March 2020.
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visit www.blueearthcountymn.gov/board
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Provide Technical Support. Individuals, businesses, health care partners, schools, and many others rely on Public Health to help get them to the right source for the most current
information. An example of this is, Public Health works with the County’s school districts assisting in the decision on learning models laid out by the Minnesota Department of
Health.
Contact Investigation/Contact Tracing (CICT). Public Health will be joining the newly developed regional
model to contact residents who have been confirmed to have COVID-19. Blue Earth County Public Health, in
partnership with the Minnesota Department of Health, will engage in interviewing these residents to identify
close contacts and other pertinent information to help slow the spread of COVID-19.
More information on community case data, resources, and county services can be found on the County’s website:
www.blueearthcountymn.gov.
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Road & Bridge
Construction
Projects Update
County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 1
(in Good Thunder)
This project replaced city watermain in
addition to the reconstruction of the road,
storm sewer, and sidewalk. Dirt Merchant
Inc. was the prime contractor on this $1
million project that spans ¼ mile west of
city limits to Ewing Street. Work began
in May and was opened to traffic on
September 4th.
Stadium Road (CSAH 60)
The City of Mankato led the design and
construction of a roundabout at the
intersection of Stadium and Pohl Road.
Construction began in early summer and
the roundabout was opened to traffic
on August 28th. Minnesota Paving &
Materials was the prime contractor for
this $1.7 million project.
Stoltzman Road (CSAH 16) Trail
A 10 ft. paved trail will be constructed
along the west side of Stoltzman
Road from the Veterans Memorial
Park to Pleasant Street. This $363,000
cooperative project with the City of
Mankato will utilize County, City, Federal,
and DNR local trail funds. Nielsen
Blacktopping Inc. is the prime contractor
and anticipates beginning work in Spring
2021 with a scheduled completion date
in June 2021.
CSAH 41 Bridge
Work to replace a narrow, deteriorating,
structurally deficient bridge located
2.5 miles southeast of Mankato with
a modern, wider, and stronger precast
concrete beam bridge began in early
September. Minnowa Construction Inc. is
the prime contractor on this $2.2 million
project and are scheduled to complete
the project by June 2021.
CSAH 10
Mathiowetz Construction Company is the
prime contractor for this 6-mile project
from one mile east of Vernon Center to
CSAH 1. Project features include shoulder
widening, replacement of drainage
culverts and tile crossings, regrading
of ditches and sharp curves, recycling
the existing pavement, and adding new
pavement. Reconstruction work began
in May and is planned to be completed
by mid-October 2020 on this $4.6 million
project.
CSAH 27
Mathiowetz Construction Company is the
prime contractor for this $6.07 million
6-mile project from CSAH 17 to CSAH 2
at the Blue Earth/LeSueur county line.
Work will include shoulder widening, the
installation of drainage culverts and tile
crossings, regrading of ditches and sharp
curves, recycling the existing pavement,
and adding new pavement. Construction
is anticipated to begin late fall 2020 and
be completed late fall 2021.
Paving Projects
Pavement overlays were placed on
County Roads 6, 8, 10, 14, 17, 112, 174, and
177. Minnesota Paving and Materials was
the prime contractor on this $3.8 million
project.

Feedlot Ordinance Revisions
& Manure Application Setbacks
In July, 2020 the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners adopted a revised feedlot ordinance that had been in place since
1995. The ordinance revision included some changes to the manure application setbacks, animal unit calculations, mortality box
placement, liquid manure storage area closure, and several other changes to align the ordinance with Minnesota Rule Chapter
7020. The ordinance revision included an online public survey, an open house, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and
Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) review, and also a County Board Work Session.
The fall season is the primary time of year for manure application. The table below shows the required manure application
setbacks for spreading manure when it is injected/incorporated within 24 hours as well as setbacks for manure application that
is not incorporated within 24 hours. The most significant changes are the setbacks to the surface waters and public road rightof-way. Surface water setbacks used to range from 25 feet all the way up to 100 feet. The revised ordinance shows all those
setbacks matching up at 50 feet. The right-of-way setback for injection or incorporation within 24 hours changed from 10 feet to
no application into the ditch. However, the right-of-way setback for spreading manure without incorporation did not change and
remains at 25 feet.
Be sure to keep the proper manure application records when applying manure this fall. If you have any questions about setbacks
or record keeping, please call the County Feedlot Officer at (507)-304-4381. If you are involved with or witness a manure spill this
fall be sure to call the Minnesota Duty Officer at (651)-649-5451. If you are interested in what was included on the recent Feedlot
ordinance revision, a copy of the revised Ordinance can be found on Blue Earth County’s Website:
www.blueearthcountymn.gov/FeedlotUpdate
Setback From the Following
Physical Features/Structures
Streams or rivers
Lakes
Uncultivated Wetlands
Public and private drainage ditches
Surface tile inlets
Water wells
Sinkhole
Residential dwellings
Public roads (right-of-way line)
Floodplain
Mines & Quarries

Spreading Without
Incorporation
300 feet
300 feet
300 feet
300 feet
300 feet
200 feet
300 feet
500 feet
25 feet
Prohibited
50 feet

Injection or Incorporation
Within 24 Hours
50 feet
50 feet
50 feet
50 feet
50 feet
200 feet
50 feet
300 feet
No application into the ditch
Allowed when above setbacks are met
50 feet

Irrigation

Frozen soils 6% or greater slope

Prohibited

Prohibited

Prohibited

300 feet
300 feet
300 feet
300 feet
300 feet
200 feet
300 feet
1,000 feet
300 feet
Prohibited
50 feet

New to the Blue Earth
County License Center

Kern Bridge Salvage
During the winter 2019-2020 Blue Earth County
removed the historic wrought iron bowstring truss bridge
from its failing limestone block abutments and carefully
disassembled the bridge for future use as a pedestrian or
trail bridge at an alternative location.

The Blue Earth County License Center has an
exciting change coming soon! Two walk-up
windows will be added to the exterior of the
Government Center located at 410 S 5th Street
in Mankato (near Door B). These windows will
provide easy, walk-up, weather protected stations
to process car registrations. The windows will
allow for an outdoor experience providing a
more efficient transaction and more room for
citizens to social distance. We are excited to offer
this new and efficient serve to citizens.

This project was a collaborative project with MnDOT
providing project delivery assistance and federal and
town bridge funding and both Mankato Township and
Southbend Township who were co-owners of the bridge.
The Kern bridge is especially noteworthy as the longest
bridge of its type in the United States. The bridge is
currently in 4 steel shipping containers awaiting a new
home. MnDOT has begun a solicitation process for new
ownership of the bridge. Initial applications were due
in late August. Eight applications were received with
4 each from cities and counties. Applications will be
reviewed by a committee, including a Blue Earth County
representative, to determine which applications will
move to the final application process. The intent is to
identify the successful application by January 2021.

Kids Need All Adults
to Report Abuse During
the COVID-19 Crisis
Kids are counting on all adults to protect them. This
means any adult who interacts with a child. In times of
crisis and economic instability, child abuse and neglect
rates increase. However, reports of child abuse and neglect in Minnesota have declined.
Not all children are going to school, activities, places
of worship and other public places where adults look
out for their safety and well-being. If something does
not look safe, sound safe or feel safe – report. When
you report, you are asking for a professional to help a
child and their family. You do not need proof. You are
not making an accusation.
If you reasonably suspect a child is unsafe – report.
Anyone can make a report of suspected child abuse or
maltreatment. Anyone making a report in good faith
is protected against civil/criminal penalty or adverse
employment action.
To make a report, contact Blue Earth County at
507-304-4444.

License Center Closed
November 12 & 13

Some Signs a Child is Not Safe
Physical Abuse

The motor vehicle program, MNLARS, that
rolled out in 2017, will be replaced with
Minnesota Drive (MNDRIVE) in November
2020. The same company who completed the
successful statewide driver’s license system, is
implementing the new motor vehicle program.
As a result, to complete program conversion,
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) offices will
be closed state-wide on November 12 and 13.
County staff are excited to switch to a proven
system and look forward to the implementation
on November 16.

- Child appears frightened of the caregiver.
- Child has burns, bites, broken bones, bruising, black eyes,
or complaints of pain.
- Caregiver offers no explanation of child's injury, the parent "blames"
the child's behavior for the injury. Ask yourself "Does the story match
the injury?"

Sexual Abuse
- Child attaches very quickly to strangers or new adults in their
environment.
- Demonstrates unusual sexual knowledge or behavior for their age.
- Difficulity walking or sitting.
- Witnessing an adult inappropriately touching a child, watching
pornography with a child or saying sexual things to a child.

Emotional Abuse
- Child shows extremes in behavior: Overly aggressive or compliant.
- Appears emotionally unattached to caregiver and others.
- Caregiver constantly blames, belittles or berates the child and
refuses to help the child when needed.

Neglect
- Child begs or steals food, has severe poor hygiene or states that
no one at home provides care.
- Witnessing a child use alcohol or other drugs.
- Highly stressful family situations and/or adults in home abusing
alcohol or other drugs.
-Unlocked weapons or guns in the home.

*Materials originally developed by Missouri Kids First. Adapted for Minnesota
by the Minnesota Children’s Alliance, minnesotachildrensalliance.org.

Flu Vaccines Recommended to Stay Healthy During Pandemic
Blue Earth County Public Health encourages residents to get the flu vaccine as the best way to avoid contracting influenza,
especially since flu symptoms are similar to those of COVID-19.
The seasonal flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza (flu) viruses. It can cause mild to severe illness and
at times can lead to death. The signs and symptoms of the seasonal flu include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose,
body aches, headache, chills and fatigue. Many of COVID-19 symptoms are similar to those of the flu. People who contract
the flu will experience a range of symptoms from mild to severe, just as has been seen with COVID-19.
For more information about the differences between COVID-19 and the flu, visit the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) website at https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm
Vaccination is especially important for children, adults 65 and older, pregnant women and people with asthma, diabetes and
other long-term conditions who are at high risk from flu complications.

Important Property Tax
Homestead Notice
Blue Earth County residents should be aware
of an important property tax homestead notice,
which could affect the amount of property tax
they pay in 2021.
Persons should contact their county assessor’s
office to file a homestead application on or
before December 15, 2020, if one of the following
applies;
- They purchased property in the past year
and if they (or a qualifying relative) occupy the
property for homestead purposes on
December 1, 2020; or
- They (or a qualifying relative) occupy a property
for homestead purposes on December 1, 2020
and the property was previously classified as
non-homestead.
A qualifying relative for homestead purposes
depends on the type of property. For residential
property, a qualifying relative can be a parent,
stepparent, child, stepchild, grandparent,
grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew,
or niece of the owner. This relationship may be
by blood or marriage. For agricultural property,
a qualifying relative can be a child, grandchild,
sibling, or parent of the owner or the spouse of
the owner.
If a person should sell, move, or for any reason, no
longer qualify for the homestead classification,
they are required to notify the county assessor
within 30 days of the change in homestead status.
Failure to notify the county assessor within this
30-day period is punishable by recalculation of
tax as non-homestead, in addition to a penalty
equal to 100 percent of the homestead benefits.
For questions or additional information,
please contact Blue Earth County Property and
Environmental Resources at (507) 304-4251.

