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County and State Environmental Agencies and Facilities
 

Agency / Facility* Location / Map* Phone Number 

Blue Earth County Environmental Services 
Government Center 
410 5th St. S. ï 3rd Floor 
Mankato 

(507) 304-4381 

Blue Earth County Environmental Services 24-Hour 
Hotline 

Government Center 
410 5th St. S. ï 3rd Floor 
Mankato 

(507) 304-4242 

Blue Earth County Recycling Center 
725 Waseca Avenue 
LeHillier Area - Mankato 

(507) 345-4255 

SMC Compost Site 
57032 231 Lane 
Mankato 

(507) 388-3122 

SMC Demfill 
3290 3rd Avenue 
Mankato 

(507) 388-3122 

Blue Earth County Household Hazardous  
Waste Facility  

651 Summit Avenue 
Mankato 

 
(507) 304-4242 

Blue Earth County Product Reuse Center 
651 Summit Avenue 
Mankato 

(507) 304-4242 

Blue Earth County Very Small Quantity 
Generator (VSQG) Program 

651 Summit Avenue 
Mankato 

 
(507) 304-4242 

Blue Earth County Ponderosa Landfill 
20028 Gooseberry Lane 
(Formerly Co. Rd. 34) 
Mankato 

(507) 625-7301 

 
Blue Earth County Sheriffôs Department 
                                               

401 Carver Road 
Mankato 

(507) 304-4800 

Emergency  911 

City of Mankato Public Safety Center 
710 S Front Street 
Mankato 

(507) 387-8600 

 
Minnesota Department of Health 
     

12 Civic Center Plaza #2105 
Mankato 

(507) 344-2700 

Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
501 South Minnesota Avenue 
Saint Peter 

(800) 657-3986 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
261 Highway 15 South 
New Ulm 

(507) 359-6000 

University of Minnesota Extension Service-Blue Earth 
County 

204 S 5th St. Ste. 310 
Mankato 

(507) 304-4325 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
12 Civic Center Plaza #2165 
Mankato 

(507) 389-5977 
(800) 657-3864 

 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Duty Officer 
                                         

 
 

 
(800) 422-0798 
 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Spills Hotline  (800) 422-0798 

Minnesota Technical Assistance Program (MnTap) 
200 Oak Street SE Suite 350 
Minneapolis 

(612) 624-1300 
(800) 247-0015 

Minnesota Waste Processing Company (MWPC) Transfer 
Station 

1051 Summit Avenue 
Mankato 

(507) 625-5746 
 

*Click on links for more information about facilities or programs, or a map of the location.  
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Waste Disposal and Recycling Guide 

 
 

Household Items 
 
 
 

Aerosol Cans 
 
Aluminum Foil / Trays 
 
Appliances    
 
Batteries 
 
Books 
 
Cans and Bottles 
 
Cardboard and Paper Packaging 
 
Catalogs, Magazines, and Junk Mail 
 
Christmas Trees and Holiday 
Decorations 
 
Cleaning Products 
 
Clothing 
 
Diapers 
 
Fire Extinguishers 
 
Fluorescent Light Bulbs 
 
Furniture 

 
Holiday Lights, Decorations, and 
Wrapping Paper 
 
Mattresses and Box Springs 
 
Medicine and Prescription Drugs 
 
Mercury Thermometers and 
Thermostats 
 
Nail Polish and Nail Polish 
Remover 
 
Needles and Syringes 
 
Paper 
 
Plastics 
 
Shoes 
 
Shopping Bags 
 
Smoke Detectors 
 
Styrofoam 
 
Toys 
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Are you a business? 
Check out the 
Disposal and 
Recycling Quick 
Guide for 
Businesses. 
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Electronics 
 

 
 

Cell Phones 
 
Computers 
 
Televisions 
 
Other Electronics 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Lawn and Fertilizer 
 

 
 
 

Fertilizer 
 
Pesticides 
 
Yard Waste 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you a business? 
Check out the 
Disposal and 
Recycling Quick 
Guide for 
Businesses. 
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Automotive and Recreation 
 

 
 
 

Aerosol Cans 
 
Auto Fluids 
 
Auto Parts 
 
Cleaning Products 
 
Floor Absorbent (Floor Dry) 
 
Fuel 
 
Motor Oil and Oil Filters 
 
Propane Tanks 
 
Tires 
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Are you a business? 
Check out the 
Disposal and 
Recycling Quick 
Guide for 
Businesses. 
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Home Improvement and Construction 
 
 

 
 
Adhesives 
 
Aerosol Cans 
 
Asbestos 
 
Building Materials 
 
Cardboard and Paper Packaging 
 
Carpet 
 
Caulk and Caulking Tubes 
 
Cleaning Products 
 
 

 
Demolition Debris 
 
Dirt Fill 
 
Latex Paint 
 
Oil-Based Paint, Stain, and Varnish 
 
Paint Thinners and Solvents 
 
Scrap Metal 
 
Spills 
 
Treated Wood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you a business? 
Check out the 
Disposal and 
Recycling Quick 
Guide for 
Businesses. 
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Disposal / Recycling Facilities and Programs 

 
 

Animals 
 
Burning 
 
Environmental Enforcement and 
Hauler Licensing 
 
Farm Disposal 
 
Feedlots 
 
Garbage Collection and Disposal 
 
Hazardous Waste 
 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection 
 
Litter 
 
Ponderosa Landfill 
 
Post-Consumer Recycled Content 
 

Product Reuse Center 
 
Recycling Center 
 
Recycling Collection 
 
Sanitary Sewers / Storm Sewers 
 
SEMREX (SouthEast Minnesota 
Recyclers Exchange) 
 
Shopping SMART (Saving Money 
And Reducing Trash) 
 
SMC Compost Site and Demfill 
 
Spills 
 
Volume-Based Fees 
 
Waste Reduction 
 
Water Testing 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Canôt find what you were looking for? 
Click here to go to the residential 
Disposal and Recycling Guide or call 
Blue Earth County Environmental 
Services at (507) 304-4381. 
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Disposal and Recycling Guide for Household Items 
 
 

Aluminum Foil / Trays 
 
Reduce: Use reusable dishes and containers instead of aluminum foil or trays. Do not use more 
aluminum foil than you will need. 
 
Reuse: Wash and reuse aluminum foil more than one time. Aluminum trays can be used again 
for baking and heating food in a conventional oven. 
 
 
 

Appliances 
 
If handled improperly, appliances can damage the environment 
because many contain Freon, PCBs, and mercury. Minnesota law 
requires that all major appliances be either reused or recycled ï itôs 
illegal to put them with your trash. 
 
Major appliances include: 

¶ Air conditioners    

¶ Clothes washers and dryers 

¶ Dehumidifiers 

¶ Dishwashers 

¶ Freezers  

¶ Furnaces  

¶ Garbage disposals  

¶ Heat pumps  

¶ Microwave ovens  

¶ Ovens  

¶ Refrigerators  

¶ Stoves/Ranges  

¶ Trash compactors  

¶ Water heaters
 

Reduce: Buy quality appliances that are durable and energy savers. Run dishwashers, washing 
machines, and dryers only when full. Let clothes dry outside whenever possible. Use ceiling and 
floor fans instead of air conditioners. 
 
Reuse: Donate working appliances to charities or friends. Sell them at 
garage sales or online. Consider buying a used appliance instead of 
purchasing new. 
 
Repair: Repair old appliances when possible. However, very old 
appliances may be energy hogs. You may save more money in the long 
run by replacing old appliances with newer energy efficient models. 
 
Recycle: When disposing of refrigerators or freezers, make sure that the doors cannot close 
and trap a child or animal inside. This can be done by removing the door or bending the hinges 
so the door cannot close. Appliances can be dropped off at the Blue Earth County Recycling 
Center for a fee, or at some retailers when you purchase your new appliance. 

Replace inefficient 
fixtures and 
appliances with 
energy- and water-
efficient ones.  

A dripping 
faucet can 
waste 15 to 20 
gallons of water 
every day. 
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Also accepted at Ponderosa for recycling. Be sure any appliance recycler you choose meets 
all State of Minnesota requirements. 
 

Batteries 
 
Some batteries contain metals such as mercury, lithium, nickel, and/or cadmium, which can be 
harmful to the environment if not disposed of properly. 

 
Reduce: Buy equipment that can be plugged into an outlet instead of using batteries. 
 
Reuse: Consider rechargeable batteries for frequently used equipment. Rechargeable batteries 
are the cheapest over time. Nickel metal hydride (NiMH) rechargeable batteries last for 300 ï 
600 charges.  All rechargeable batteries must be recycled. 
 
Recycle: Identify the type of battery to determine how to dispose of it. Label information, battery 
shape, or the packaging information may identify the type. Once you have determined the type, 
follow these disposal instructions: 
 
 
Type: Alkaline and Carbon ï Zinc (can be labeled ñHeavy Dutyò or ñGeneral Purposeò) 
 

Description: Mainly produced in the following sizes: A, AA, AAA, C, D, N, 9-volt 
and lantern. Not rechargeable. 
 
Use: Calculators, digital cameras, portable stereos, radios, toys, flashlights, 
smoke detectors, clocks and other products. 

 
Disposal Information: These are safe to throw in the trash if they were made after 1993. 
If made prior to 1993, drop them off at the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous 
Waste Facility. 
 
 
Type: Rechargeable 
 
Description: Lithium ion, nickel cadmium, nickel metal hydride, small 
sealed lead acid. Look for the RBRC seal. Mainly produced in the 
following sizes: D, C, AAA, AA, 9-volt and battery packs of various 
shapes. 
 
Use: Cell phones, cordless phones, laptop computers, personal care 
products, power tools, video cameras and other cordless products. 
 
Disposal Information: Some contain hazardous metals. Do not throw them in the trash. 
A depleted battery may still contain a residual charge. Place each battery into an 
individual plastic bag or place non-conductive tape over the battery terminals to prevent 
short-circuiting during storage and transport. Rechargeable batteries can be dropped off 
at the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous Waste Facility. 
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Batteries (continued) 
 
Type: Lithium 
 
Description: Lithium ï non rechargeable. Cylindrical lithium batteries 
are produced in various sizes (AA, AAA, 1.5-volt, 3-volt, and 9-volt). 
 
Use: Photographic and high-drain applications, medical devices, 
smoke detectors, and other products. 
 
Disposal Information: Lithium batteries are hazardous if not completely drained. A 
depleted battery may still contain a residual charge. Place each battery into an individual 
plastic bag or place non-conductive tape over the battery terminals to prevent short-
circuiting during storage and transport. Lithium batteries can be dropped off at the Blue 
Earth County Household Hazardous Waste Facility. 
 
Type: Button 
 

Description: May be alkaline, lithium (similar in appearance to coins), 
mercuric oxide, nickel cadmium, silver oxide or zinc air. May be 
combined into stacks to produce cylindrical batteries. 
 
Use: Digital cameras, calculators, handheld games, hearing aids, 
keyless remotes, personal digital assistants, watches, and other 
products. 

Disposal Information: May contain hazardous metals. Do not throw in the trash. A 
depleted battery may still contain a residual charge. Place each battery into an individual 
plastic bag or place non-conductive tape over the battery terminals to prevent short-
circuiting during storage and transport.  Some jewelers, photo stores, and battery retailers 
that sell button batteries will accept button batteries for recycling at no cost. Button 
batteries can also be dropped off at the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous Waste 
Facility.  While some button batteries are not hazardous, recycle all of them to be safe. 
Some button batteries are now mercury-free but still contain lead and must be recycled. 
 
Type: Automotive 

Description: Lead acid 
 
Use: Cars, motorcycles, boats, golf carts, other products. 
 
Disposal Information: Lead acid batteries contain hazardous metals. It 
is illegal to throw lead acid batteries in the trash. Businesses selling 
automotive batteries are required to take used batteries (up to 5 per 

consumer) whether you buy a new one or not. Lead acid batteries can also be dropped 
off at the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous Waste Facility. Retailers may offer a 
refund of a core charge paid when the battery was purchased. Some scrap yards 
purchase batteries, paying per pound. 
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Americans use 2.5 
million plastic bottles 
every hour.  
Most end up in the 
trash. 

Books 
 
Reduce: Instead of buying a book, see if it is available at a 
library. 
 
Reuse: 

¶ Share books with friends or neighbors. 

¶ Donate books to libraries or charities. 

¶ Sell or buy books at garage sales, used book stores or 
thrift shops. 

¶ Sell books online. 
 

Recycle: Books can be recycled at the Blue Earth County Recycling Center. Hardcover 
books must have the covers and bindings removed. 
 
 

Cans and Bottles 
 
Recycling cans and bottles is important for our environment and economy. Recycling 
aluminum saves 95% of the energy it takes to make the material from scratch. Recycling 
also generates $64 million in Minnesota tax revenue every year and involves over 36,000 
jobs. 

 
Reduce: Purchase food in bulk or frozen alternatives to 
reduce your need for many cans. Look for bottles and cans 
made out of recycled materials. Buy fresh food or grow your 
own if possible. 
 
Recycle: Metal or aluminum cans are recyclable at the curb and at the Blue Earth County 
Recycling Center. Do not recycle aerosol cans.  Aerosol cans should be disposed of at 
the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous Waste Facility. 
 
 

Containers Recycling Guide: 
 
Plastic 
 
Recycle: Bottles and Jugs 

¶ Water, soda, and juice bottles 

¶ Milk and juice jugs 

¶ Ketchup and salad dressing bottles 

¶ Dishwashing liquid bottles and 
detergent jugs 

¶ Shampoo, soap and lotion bottles 

Do Not Recycle: 

¶ Styrofoam ® 

¶ Microwavable food trays 

¶ Plastic wrap 

¶ Motor oil bottles and containers 
that held hazardous products
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Containers Recycling Guide (continued) 
 
Cartons 
 
Recycle: 

¶ Milk cartons 

¶ Juice boxes 

¶ Soup, broth and wine cartons 
 
 

Glass 
 
Recycle: 

¶ Food and beverage bottles and 
jars 

 
 

Do Not Recycle: 

¶ Drinking glasses, ceramics, mirrors, 
dishes and vases 

¶ Window and automotive glass

 
Metal 
 
Recycle:       

¶ Food and beverage cans 
   
 

Cardboard and Paper Packaging 
 
Most cardboard and paper packaging is recyclable at the curb or can be taken to the Blue Earth 
County Recycling Center. Some paper packaging products, such as pizza boxes are not 
recyclable because of grease they may contain.  Place these items in the trash. 

 
Reduce:  

¶ Buy foods with less packaging.  

¶ Whenever possible, buy in bulk or in bags or 
bottles that can be reused.  

¶ Look for packaging made from recycled 
materials. 

 
Reuse: Reuse cardboard boxes for storage, 
hauling, carrying groceries, or moving. 
 
Recycle:  

¶ Cardboard: Found in heavier corrugated boxes. Can also be reused for storing or 
shipping items. 

¶ Boxboard: Lighter weight paperboard used to package cereal, gifts, medications, 
toiletries, shoes, toothpaste, and other products. 

¶ Food Boxes: If the product is stored in the cupboard, the box is recyclable. If the box is in 
contact with food, it is not recyclable. Place these items in the trash. 

 
 

 

Most glass bottles and 
jars contain at least 25% 
recycled content. 
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To remove your name from lists 
to receive phone books, visit 
www.donttrashthephonebook.org 
 

Catalogs, Magazines, and Junk Mail 
 
Reduce:  

¶ Share subscriptions with friends, relatives, or co-workers.  

¶ Write or call the companies whose catalogs you do not want to receive. Ask to be taken 
off their mailing list.  

¶ For subscriptions you do wish to receive, tell them not to sell or give your name to other 
mail order companies.  

 
The Direct Marketing Association is a national trade association for companies that send direct 
mail. Register at their website http://www.dmachoice.org/ to remove your name from catalogs, 
magazines and other mail offers. 
 
Reuse: Donate magazines to doctorsô offices, 
hospitals, nursing homes, shelters, or libraries. 
 
Recycle: Catalogs and magazines that are made 
from shiny or glossy paper may be recycled curbside 
or at the Blue Earth County Recycling Center. 
 
 

Christmas Trees and Holiday Decorations 
        (Also, see Holiday Lights, Decorations, and Wrapping Paper section) 
Live Christmas Trees: Christmas trees should be taken to the SMC Compost Site or other 
compost site, where they will be chipped into mulch. Christmas trees should not be dumped into 
lakes or burned in a fireplace. Whether you are dropping off your live tree or it is being picked up 
by your waste hauler, remember to remove all: 
 

¶ Ornaments 

¶ Lights 

¶ Tinsel 

¶ Stands 

¶ Bags (Do not put your tree out on the curb in a bag, and 
if you drop it off, remove the bag and take it with you.) 

 
Trees that have been flocked (sprayed with glitter, or other 
material) cannot be composted. 
 
Artificial Christmas Trees: Reuse artificial trees as many times as possible. If youôre getting rid 
of yours, ask friends or relatives if they would like it, or ask about donation opportunities in your 
area. If your tree is unwanted or not reusable, consider if any parts of the tree can be recycled. If 
not, place your artificial tree with the trash. 
 
Live Wreaths and Greenery: Wreaths and greenery that are made from live evergreen can 
generally be composted in the same manner as above for live Christmas trees. They must be 
free of ornaments, lights, wire, and tinsel, and cannot be flocked. 
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Cleaning Products 
 

Many cleaning products contain harmful ingredients that should never be thrown out or poured 
down the drain. 

 
Types of cleaning products include: 

¶ Window cleaners 

¶ Multi-purpose cleaners 

¶ Ammonia 

¶ Drain cleaners 

¶ Oven cleaners 

¶ Concrete cleaners  

¶ Naval jelly 

¶ Toilet bowl cleaners 

¶ Waxes 

¶ Polishes 

¶ Degreasers 

¶ Other petroleum-based products 
 

 
Avoid products that say: 

¶ Contains lye 

¶ Avoid contact with skin 

¶ Acid  
 
Reduce:  

¶ Use water-based cleaners in place of solvent-based cleaners as much as possible.  

¶ Buy only the cleaners you need or try cleaners that do not contain caustic ingredients. 

¶ Consider using non-toxic cleaning products. You can make your own using ingredients 
such as baking soda, vinegar, and plant-based soaps.  

¶ To reduce your use of oven cleaners, invest in a self-cleaning oven.  

¶ Avoid caustic oven cleaning products that use lye; look for heat activated ones instead. 
 
Reuse: When possible, use up all cleaning products to 
avoid disposing of partially filled containers, or give it to 
someone who will use it. 
 
Disposal: Cleaning products, corrosive cleaners, and 
solvent-based cleaners, or products that are toxic, 
flammable, or poisonous should be taken to the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous Waste 
Facility. Do not mix different cleaning products.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purchase items such 
as dish soap and 
laundry detergents in 
concentrate forms. 
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Clothing 
 
Reduce: Buy clothes that will last and not go out of style quickly. 
 
Reuse:  
 
¶ Give old clothing to family or friends 

¶ Buy or drop off clothing at thrift stores or consignment shops 

¶ Buy and sell clothing at garage sales 

¶ Use old clothing for cleaning rags 

¶ Donate clothing to charities and shelters 
 

Repair: When possible, mend torn clothing or alter clothes that 
no longer fit. 
 
Recycle: Unwanted clothing can be recycled at the Blue Earth 
County Recycling Center.   Several USAgain boxes for clothing are located throughout the area, 
also. They accept shoes as well as clothing. Some secondhand stores accept rags if they are 
clearly marked. 
 
 

Diapers 
 
Reduce: Consider using cloth diapers at home and limiting the use of disposable diapers to 
when you are away from home. Disposable diapers are not recyclable. 
 
Disposal: Used disposable diapers should be thrown in the trash. 
 
 

Fire Extinguishers 
Fire extinguishers should be disposed of if it is too old or if it is empty. Disposal options depend 
on whether or not the extinguisher is empty. 

 
Not Empty: 

¶ Check the pressure gauge. Your fire extinguisher 
should have a gauge saying if it is overcharged, if it 
is at the correct pressure, or in need of a recharge. 

¶ Call your fire department. You might be able to 
exchange your extinguisher or get it recharged. 

¶ Take it to the Blue Earth County Household 
Hazardous Waste Facility. 

 
Empty: 

¶ Squeeze the lever above the handle. This will ensure that all contents are discharged. 

¶ Remove the head. This will let whoever disposes of the extinguisher know that all 
contents have been removed. 

¶ Recycle the steel body with your regular metal recycling. 
 
 

 

Consignment shop 
items are usually 
priced at 25-50% of 
the new retail price. 
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Fluorescent Light Bulbs 
 

Compact fluorescent, fluorescent, high intensity discharge (HID) 
and neon light bulbs contain small amounts of mercury. In 
Minnesota, it is illegal to place them in the trash. 

 
Replace old incandescent light bulbs with Compact Fluorescent 
Lights (CFLs). Place old incandescent light bulbs in the trash (they 
do not contain mercury). 
 
Reduce energy costs by up to $30 per bulb over its lifetime and 
use 75% less energy. CFLs last up to 10 times longer and 
generate 70% less heat than standard incandescent light bulbs. 

 
Recycle burned out or broken CFLs, fluorescents, HID and neon bulbs to prevent the release of 
mercury. You can now recycle your used CFLs for free at many Menards, Lowes or Home Depot 
stores in Minnesota, or at the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous Waste Facility. 
 
Todayôs CFLs: 

¶ Todayôs CFLs give a warmer, more inviting light than fluorescents you might be used to or 
CFLs from a few years ago, and they light up much more quickly than older CFLs. 

¶ For optimum energy savings, use CFLs in the rooms you use most. 

¶ CFLs are better used for area lighting than spot lighting. It is generally not recommended 
to place CFLs in fixtures where the bulb will be fully enclosed. 

 
 
Furniture 
 
Reduce: Buy durable, good quality furniture that will last and remain in style. 
 
Reuse: 
 
¶ Buy from a used furniture store 

¶ Sell your old furniture instead of dumping 
it 

¶ Donate old furniture to charities 

¶ Buy or sell old furniture at garage sales or 
thrift stores 

¶ Give old furniture to friends or neighbors 
 

Repair: Have old furniture repaired or 
reupholstered instead of buying new. 
 
Disposal: Unusable furniture can be taken to the 
Ponderosa Landfill or the MWPC Transfer 
Station. 
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Holiday Lights, Decorations, and Wrapping Paper 
 
Holiday Decorations: Reuse holiday decorations rather 
than throwing them in the trash. Consider giving old holiday 
decorations to a friend or family member, or donate them to 
a charity or thrift store. 
 
 
Wrapping Paper 
 
Reduce:  

¶ Wrap gifts in newspaper, old maps, old sheet music, or your childôs art project.  

¶ Design your own wrapping paper from used brown paper bags. 
 
Reuse:  

¶ Buy wrapping paper with recycled paper content. 

¶ Consider using reusable gift bags. 
 
Disposal:  

¶ Wrapping paper should not be recycled because the 
brightly colored inks in the paper contain heavy metals.  

¶ Used wrapping paper should be thrown in the trash.  
 

 
Light Strings 
 
Recycle 

¶ Take to Blue Earth County Household Hazardous Waste Facility or other drop off 
locations during the holiday season for recycling.  Replace with energy-efficient LED light 
strings. 

 

 
 
Mattresses and Box Springs 
 

Reduce: Prolong the life of your mattress by following the 
manufacturerôs instructions, generally by turning it four times per 
year. 
 
Reuse: Give your old set to a friend or family member. Consider 
donating sets that are in very good condition to charities. 
 
Disposal: Old mattresses and box springs can be taken to the 
Ponderosa Landfill. 

 
 
 
 

 

In 2003, 5,750,000 trees 
were not cut down 
because of paper 
recycling in Minnesota. 

HOME 



 

Medicine and Prescription Drugs 

 
Properly disposing of medicines is important to prevent drug 
abuse or poisoning and protect the environment. Medicines 
flushed down the drain or disposed of in the trash can pollute 
bodies of water, harm wildlife, and end up in drinking water 
supplies. 

 
Reduce: Use all antibiotics prescribed by your doctor. Buy only as much as you can reasonably 
use before the expiration date. Once a medicine is dispensed to a patient, it is illegal to 
dispense to others. 
 
Disposal: Unused medications can be disposed of in a collection box at the Blue Earth County 
Sheriffôs Department. The City of Mankato also provides a collection box in their Public Safety 
Center Lobby, 710 S. Front St., Mankato. Walgreenôs Pharmacy at 1270 Madison Avenue also 
accepts old medications. Remove as much packaging as possible. Containers with liquid 
contents should be placed in a plastic bag to prevent leaks. After being placed in the collection 
box, medications and prescription drugs are taken directly to an incinerator, where a deputy or 
police officer watches their destruction. 
 
Items Accepted: 

¶ Prescription medications 

¶ Over-the-counter medications 

¶ Narcotics and other controlled substances 

¶ Medication samples 

¶ Pet medications 

¶ Vitamins and supplements 

¶ Liquid medication in glass or leak-proof containers 

Items NOT Accepted: 

¶ Needles, syringes or other sharps 

¶ Thermometers 

¶ IV bags 

¶ Bloody or infectious waste 

¶ Hydrogen peroxide 

¶ Business waste

¶ Inhalers 

¶ Medicated ointments and lotions  

 

Mercury Thermometers and Thermostats 
 
Mercury may be harmful if swallowed, inhaled or touched. 
One broken thermometer releases enough mercury to 
contaminate a small lake. Broken thermometers should be 
cleaned up properly and immediately. 

 
In Minnesota it is illegal to throw away a mercury 
thermometer or thermostat, even if it is not broken. 

 
Reduce: Digital and alcohol thermometers and thermostats are safe alternatives to those that 
contain mercury.  
 
Disposal: 

¶ A mercury thermometer is made of glass and contains a silver, metallic gray or black 
liquid. Alcohol thermometers contain red liquid and can be thrown in the trash. 

¶ Transport a mercury thermometer in a rigid, sealed container to avoid breakage. The Blue 
Earth County Household Hazardous Waste Facility accepts mercury thermometers and 
thermostats. 
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Nail Polish and Nail Polish Remover 
 
Buy only as much as you need. When you cannot use it up, take it to the Blue Earth County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility. 
 
 

Needles and Syringes 
 
It is important to manage and dispose of needles, lancets, and syringes (sharps) safely to 
prevent injury and disease transmission from needle-sticks. Never leave needles or syringes on 
streets, in parks, or anywhere else where someone could get injured. Never place loose needles 
and syringes in the trash. 

 
Storage:  

¶ Purchase a sharps disposal container from a 
pharmacy OR get an empty laundry detergent 
bottle with a screw-on lid.  

¶ Label the detergent container ñDo Not Recycle: 
Household Sharps.ò  

¶ Put needles in point-first into the container.   

¶ Do not store used sharps in glass bottles, 
aluminum cans, or coffee cans. 

 
Disposal 
 
Home Needle Destruction Devices: Once the needle or lancet is destroyed by heat in a 
destruction device, the remaining syringe and melted metal can be safely disposed of in the 
regular trash. A needle clipper that stores clipped needles should be disposed of at a sharps 
collection site or through a mail-back program. 
 
Mail-Back Programs: Mail-back disposal programs allow home sharps users to mail used 
sharps to licensed disposal facilities as a safe disposal option. There is a fee charged for this 
service. U.S. Postal Service approved providers of this service include: 
 

¶ Medadyne Biomedical, Inc.  (714) 887-0315 www.medadyne.com 

¶ Safe Medical Systems  (877) 722-3633 www.safemedical.com 

¶ Sharps Compliance, Inc.  (800) 772-5657 www.sharpsinc.com 

¶ Stericycle, Inc.  (800) 355-8773 www.stericycle.com 
 

Downtown and Hilltop Hy-Vee, Mankato: Both pharmacies have partnered with Blue Earth 
County to provide a needles and syringes collection program. Be sure to follow storage and 
disposal instructions. There is currently a $5 fee per container (up to one gallon in size) charged 
for this service. 
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The average American 
uses 7 trees every year 
for paper, wood, and 
other products made 
from trees. 

40% of our trash is 
paper. About 90% of 
that could have 
been recycled. 

Paper 
 
Reduce:  

¶ Buy new paper products made from recycled paper. 

¶ Use non-disposable alternatives like handkerchiefs, cloth towels, ceramic plates and 
cups. 

¶ Use reusable or cloth bags for groceries or shopping instead of paper or plastic shopping 
bags. 

 
Reuse:  

¶ Reuse paper that has print on only one side. Use it for 
writing shopping lists, notes or for family art projects. 

¶ Use newspaper as wrapping paper or packing 
cushion, or use it to wash windows. 

 
Recycle:  

¶ Mail, office and school papers 

¶ Magazines and catalogs 

¶ Newspapers and inserts 

¶ Phone books 

¶ Frozen food boxes 

¶ Milk cartons and juice boxes 

¶ Soup, broth and wine cartons 

¶ Corrugated cardboard boxes 

¶ Cardboard 

¶ Pop and beer cases 

¶ Cereal and cracker boxes 

¶ Shoe boxes, gift boxes & electronics boxes 

¶ Toothpaste, medication and other toiletry 
boxes 
 

 

Do Not Recycle: 

¶ Dark colored paper 

¶ Carbon paper 

¶ Shredded paper 

¶ Thermal fax paper 

¶ Kleenex or toilet paper 

¶ Paper towels 

¶ Paper soiled with food 

¶ Paper plates and cups 

¶ Paper napkins or towels 

¶ Gift wrap 

¶ Pizza boxes 

¶ Paper egg cartons 

¶ Paper contaminated with grease, 
oil or other non-recyclable 
materials

 
All recyclable paper and paper 
products can be recycled curbside 
or taken to the Blue Earth County 
Recycling Center. Paper and paper 
products that cannot be recycled 
may be placed in the trash. 
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Plastics 
 
On plastic containers there is a small triangular 
symbol made of arrows, and in the middle of the 
triangle there is a number. The symbol, and the 
number contained within, helps identify the type 
of plastic the container is made from. 
 
The number on the bottom of a container indicates the general category of plastic itôs made 
from, but does not contain any information on the details of the plastic composition. Plastic 
containers often contain different dyes, plasticizers, UV inhibitors, softeners, and other 
chemicals. Those additives change the properties of the plastic and make it incompatible with 
other categories of plastic. 
 
Reduce: Purchase products with the least amount of packaging. When shopping, look for 
opportunities to buy in bulk. 
 
Reuse:  

¶ Cut off the tops and bottoms of plastic milk jugs to protect young plants. 

¶ Reuse plastic jugs for mixing fertilizer, watering plants, or craft projects. 

¶ Store used oil in old plastic jugs. 

¶ Yogurt containers make great pots for starting plant seedlings; just punch a few holes in 
the bottom for drainage. 

¶ Use containers of any size to sort out your jewelry, extra buttons, make-up and any other 
items that need organization. 

 
Recycle: 

¶ Rinse clean, leave caps and rings attached. 

¶ Crush to conserve space. 

¶ Plastics #1-7 are accepted curbside and at the 
Blue Earth County Recycling Center. 

¶ Plastic trays, foamed plastic such as Styrofoam, and plastic bags are not recyclable at the 
Blue Earth County Recycling Center.  Plastic bags should be recycled at the store. 

 
Disposal: It is illegal and dangerous to burn plastic. 
 
 

Shoes 
 
Reuse: Purchase used shoes and leather items at thrift stores and garage 
sales. Give away or sell used items. 
 
Repair: Have old shoes and leather items repaired instead of buying new. 
 
Disposal: Shoes and leather items cannot be recycled in Blue Earth County. 

Unusable leather goods can be thrown in the trash. Place useable shoes, purses and leather 
goods in collection boxes located throughout the County. 

 

Americans use 2.5 million 
plastic bottles every hour. 
Most are thrown in the trash. 
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Shopping Bags 
 
Paper or Plastic? Both types of bags are made from 
natural resources and have different environmental 
impacts so there is no clear choice to which is 
preferable. The best solution is a durable, reusable 
(plastic, cotton or canvas) bag. 
 

Reduce:  

¶ Cotton or canvas bags can be reused many times. Some grocery 
stores will even give you a few cents back if you bring your own bag.  

¶ Only take a bag if you need it. If you have one or two small items, 
consider carrying them instead. 
 
Reuse:  

¶ Reuse plastic bags. Wash them as necessary or use them to pick up 
after your dog. 

¶ Some thrift stores will let you donate used plastic or paper bags. 

¶ Paper bags can be used to wrap packages, as book covers, or to put 
your newspaper in for recycling. 
 

Recycle: Many stores take back plastic shopping bags for recycling. The Blue Earth County 
Recycling Center does not recycle plastic bags. 

 
 
 

Smoke Detectors 
 
There are two types of smoke detectors, photoelectric and ionizing. Ionizing detectors contain a 
small amount of radioactive materials. 

 
Reduce: When purchasing a new smoke detector, check the label and purchase a photoelectric 
detector. 
 
Disposal:  Smoke detectors should be wrapped in a plastic bag and disposed of in the trash. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most plastic bags are recycled 
into composite lumber. 
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Styrofoam ® 
 
Styrofoam is used in cups, trays, and packaging materials. 
Styrofoam cannot be recycled in Blue Earth County. 
 
Reuse: Styrofoam packing peanuts can be reused at home for 
storing or moving fragile items. If you donôt know anyone who 
can use them, call the Blue Earth County Environmental 
Services 24-Hour Hotline at (507) 304-4242 and leave a 
message to find a person who will reuse them. 
 
Disposal:  

¶ Distinguish between polystyrene and starch-based packing peanuts. Starch-based 
packing peanuts dissolve in water, which is a good way to dispose of them if they cannot 
be reused.  

¶ Put non-reusable Styrofoam and polystyrene cups, trays, and packaging materials in the 
trash. 

 
 
Toys 
 
Reduce:  

¶ Buy fewer commercial toys.  

¶ Encourage younger children to play with items 
around the house, such as pots and pans or 
plastic containers. 

¶ Encourage older children to play outdoors or 
share toys with friends. 

 
Reuse:  

¶ Donate unwanted toys in good condition to 
charities, friends, relatives and day-care 
centers. 

¶ Sell them at garage sales or thrift stores. 
 

Disposal: Toys may be placed in the trash.  
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Disposal and Recycling Guide for Electronics 
 

 
Cell Phones 
Although small, cell phones contain hazardous materials. There are 
many options for recycling and reusing cell phones. 
 
Follow these steps before reusing or recycling your cell 
phone: 

¶ Remove personal data such as phone number or emails 

¶ Deactivate service 

¶ Fully discharge the battery 

¶ Turn the power off 
 

Recycle: Cell phones and PDAs can be taken to the Blue Earth 
County Recycling Center for free. Most cell phone carriers 
(Verizon, AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile, etc.) offer trade-in programs 
for old cell phones.   
 
 
 
 

Computers, Televisions, and Other Electronics 
 
Electronic waste, or e-waste, is any waste that has a circuit board 
or a cathode ray tube (CRT). This includes products such as: 

¶ Televisions 

¶ Computers: central processing units (CPUs), monitors, 
laptops 

¶ Computer keyboards, speakers, printers, other peripherals 

¶ VCRs and DVD players 

¶ Fax machines and copiers 

¶ Game consoles 

¶ Media players 

¶ Other audio, video, telecommunication equipment 
 

Reduce: Choose items with a long product life in order to 
create less waste in the long run. 
 
Reuse: Whether you have replaced a product with a newer 
version or simply do not use it anymore, try to find someone 
who would use it. Give the item to a friend or family member, 
or donate it to a local organization. 
 
Recycle: Most electronics can be taken to the Blue Earth County Recycling Center for a fee. It is 
illegal to throw televisions or any video display device in the trash. Businesses must recycle all 
electronics. 

 

For every one million cell 
phones recycled, 75 lbs 
of gold, 772 lbs of silver, 
33 lbs of palladium, and 
35,274 lbs of copper can 
be recovered. 

The average lifespan of 
personal computers has 
fallen from 4.5 years in 
1992 to an estimated 2 
years in 2005. 
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Disposal and Recycling Guide for Lawn and Fertilizer 
 
 

Fertilizer 
 
There are two general types of fertilizer products: 
 
Fertilizer without pesticides: These are products that 
contain only plant nutrients and do not require special 
disposal. 
 
Fertilizer with pesticides: Those products containing 
pesticides are labeled with words such as ñpre-
emergentò, ñweed preventerò, ñweed and feedò, ñplus 2ò, 
ñinsect controlò, ñdisease controlò, etc. These products should not be thrown in the trash and 
should be disposed of as Pesticides. 
 

¶ Fertilize in the fall. Mid- to late-October is the best time to fertilize your lawn. At this time of 
year, fertilizer nutrients, including nitrogen, are taken up and stored in the plant where they 
help provide for healthy spring growth. Most fertilizers require water after application; follow 
the instructions on the label to ensure best results. 

 
Reduce: 

¶ Have your soil tested to determine your fertilizer needs. 

¶ Use the smallest amount of fertilizer needed to do the job. Using too much may burn plant 
roots, make the plant more susceptible to disease and insect damage, and increase the 
chance of fertilizer run-off. 

¶ Leave grass clippings on the lawn to reduce the need for fertilizer application during the 
growing season. 

¶ Follow application instructions and use up all fertilizer products 
 

Reuse: 

¶ Give extra fertilizer in its original container to someone who may need it. 

¶ Be sure to apply fertilizer only on the targeted plants. If granules fall on hard surfaces like 
streets, driveways, or sidewalks, sweep them up for reuse. Fertilizer run-off ends up in our 
local lakes, ponds, and rivers, causing excessive growth of algae. 

 
Disposal: 

¶ Use it up if you can. 

¶ Bring household fertilizer with pesticides to the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous 
Waste Facility. 

¶ For information on how to dispose of agricultural fertilizer contact the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture at 1-800-657-3986. 
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Pesticides 
 
Pesticides can make people and animals sick. Pesticides should never be thrown in the trash, 
regardless of what pest the product is designed to kill ï insects (insecticides), weeds 
(herbicides), fungus (fungicide), or small household pests (rodenticides). 
 
Reduce: 

¶ Control weeds by maintaining a thick, healthy 
lawn and by mulching your garden. 

¶ Mow your grass to a height of 2 ½ to 3 
inches. By keeping your grass a little longer, 
the roots grow deeper and can reach more 
water during dry periods. Longer grass also 
helps shade the soil surface, making it harder 
for weeds to get established. 

¶ Use hand tools to remove weeds or decide to 
live with a few weeds in your lawn. 

¶ Use corn gluten meal for crabgrass control. 

¶ Choose plants that are resistant to disease and insects, remove diseased plant debris 
and weeds that harbor insects, and plant a wide variety of plants in your landscape. 

¶ Follow pesticide application instructions. 

¶ Store food, garbage, bird seed, and grass seed in tightly sealed containers to keep away 
hungry pests. 

¶ Take garbage out of the house often and always keep the lid closed on trash cans. 

¶ Clean up food spills immediately. 

¶ Caulk cracks and weatherstrip windows and doors to eliminate easy paths of entry for 
pests. Check your foundation for cracks or spaces. 

¶ Buy less-toxic pesticides. 
 

Disposal:  

¶ Homeowners can take unused pesticides to the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous 
Waste Facility.  

¶ Small amounts of agricultural pesticides from Blue Earth County farmers are accepted 
free of charge on days the Blue Earth County Household Hazardous Waste Facility is 
open to the public. For larger loads, please make an appointment by calling (507) 304-
4381.  Farmers from outside Blue Earth County should call their County Solid Waste 
office. 
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